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At Evening Time 
By Elle B. Jones 


O MANY things I cannot do 
That once were my delight, 
From picnics on a sandy beach 
To walks through fog at night. 


I carinot stroll along the street, 
Nor through a shady grove 

To seek the wild bird’s nesting place 
And nature’s treasure-trove. 


I cannot sail the restless sea, 
Nor ramble through the hills, 
Nor can I coast down snowy slopes 
With heart-disturbing thrills. 


So many things I cannot do 
Since I’m shut in at home. 
“Shut in with God,” and, praise His 
name, 
I do not need to roam — 


For I can reach the throne’ of grace 
While seated in my chair, 

Because He has bestowed on us 
The privilege of prayer. 


And He has etched upon my heart 
His promises to me 

Of péace and comfort, better far 
Than joys that used to be. 


Conscience and the Word of God 

Without light from the Bible, con- 
science is not an infallible guide. There 
are many people who glibly utter that 
trite saying, “Let conscience be your 


guide,” and yet who know little of the 
will of God. In a valuable book of fifty. 





two meditations called “The Children 
for Christ: Thoughts for Christian Par- 
ents of the Consecration of the Home 
Life” (London, 1887, now out of print), 
Andrew Murray wrote: “Conscience, 
however, can only tell to do the right; 
what the right is it cannot always teach. 
The mind may be wrong in its views of 
good and evil, and faithfulness to con- 
science may even lead to choose the evil 
and refuse the good. The inner light 
shines upon the path of what we think 
duty: it is only the light from above 
that shows what that duty really is. 
‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path.’ One of the most 
precious influences of a godly education 
is, not so much the knowledge of what 
the Bible contains, as the consent of 


the heart to take God’s Word as the 
standard of good and evil, and the de- 
sire to let it decide in every choice. 
The authority of the parent, of con- 
science, of God’s Word: here is a three- 
fold ¢ord that cannot be broken, binding 
the child to the throne and the will of 
God, there. to know to refuse the evil 
and choose the good.” One of the best 
ways to give the children a knowledge 
of the Bible, and a love for it, is to read 
a short passage every day at family 
prayers. What is accomplished each day 
may seem small, but the growing effect 
through the years is of -untold value. 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). 


+ Silent Witnesses Speak Loudly 


HAT do you notice first when 

W you run over to your neighbor’s 

house to borrow a couple of eggs, 
or to get: Mr. Taylor’s grub hoe to root 
out that old stump in the back yard, 
or just to spend a few minutes on the 
front porch in good neighborly chat- 
ting? Perhaps you think you don’t 
notice anything in particular — you're 
just.in and out, and you haven’t had 
time to look around. But you do carry 
away impressions, whether you realize 
it or not. Do you remember the picture 
of that old gentleman above the fire- 
place? Of course you do. And the 
twelve years’ set of old license plates 
in the garage, too. 

Your neighbor’s house lives in your 
mind’s eye more than you or they real- 
ize. And other people are taking yours 
in, too, when they sit there, visitthg, or 
selling insurance, brushes, or mops. 
What kind of impression does it make 
on them? Is yours a Christian home, 
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even in little things, giving a positive 
witness to all who come in? 

We recognize it as essential that the 
little things in our lives be yielded to 
Christ if we are to experience victorious 
Christian living. Why should we not 
count it so even in the appointments of 
our households? The pictures on the 
the plaques, and other objects, 
seemingly minutiz in themselves, can 
become little Gospel witnesses to out- 
siders who come in, and can cause our 
homes to bear witness that God and our 
families dwell there together. 

When I first went away from home to 
work in another city I. obtained a room 
in a private home. Prior to my arrival 
I did not know whether my host and 
hostess were Christians. However, my 
mind was largely settled on that score 
when I first rang the doorbell. There, 
right over the button, for all to see, was 
a small, attractively painted metal 
plaque bearing the words, “Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” In the course of a few 
years hundreds saw those same words 
hanging next to the doorbell. Ministers, 
Christian workers, and likewise sales- 
men, delivery men, solicitors. It made 
easier-an opening for discussion of spir- 
itual subjects. The one who answered 
the bell knew these Gospel words had 
been read. A small thing, yes, but many 
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times my hostess took advantage of this 
little, but mighty, herald to tell of God’s 
plan of salvation. 

Scripture verse plaques placed in stra- 
tegic spots inside the house can have the 
game mission. And besides witnessing 
to your unsaved guests, they will be 
of inestimable value to you and your 
family as daily reminders of God’s love 
and grace. If, as you wake up in the 
morning, your eyes turn to the wall by 
your bed and you see the words, “In 
the morning will I direct my prayer 
unto thee,” it will help you start the 
day by first seeking His guidance and 
asking His blessing upon it. 

Sometimes nothing seems to go right. 
Maybe the car won’t start and you are 
nearly late for work. Or in the case of 
the housewife, perhaps the children were 
a bit slow in getting off to school, and 
the coffee beiled over, and.you burned 
your thumb on the toaster. Everything 
went wrong this morning. Look at those 
words over that pan .of dirty dishes in 
the kitchen sink: “Casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you.” 
Does it seem that those ends which are 
supposed to meet,each payday, are gen- 
erally miles apart? It might be a good 
idea to pause awhile when trying to 
settle the accounts and look up and see 
that verse standing atop the desk, “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, ahd his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you.” 

Scripture verse plaques should fill a 
conspicuous part in your home furnishing 
scheme. They are the Word of God in 
graphic form. 

Carefully selected religious paintings 
are valuable assets, too. They will go 
a long way toward showing that the 
occupants of a home have brought their 
‘Christianity into all parts of their liv- 
ing, even in aesthetic values. If the 
county courthouse has reproductions de- 
picting the life of our nation, why can 
we not have in our homes pictures that 
filustrate the Scriptures? God has 
spoken through the brush of many an 
artist. 


Pictures tell stories and are valuable 
educational aids. Children love the ac- 
counts of Joseph and Daniel and Moses. 
How much more firmly these Bible 
stories can be entrenched in little minds 
if the children can look around their 
rooms and see these stories pictured 
there on the walls. 

There are other objects around the 
house that can be made to speak out 
for what you believe. Scripture verse. 
calendars remind us to “redeem the 
time” as weil as give a specific verse 


for memorizing or meditating upon each © 


day. Paper napkins can be printed at 
reasonable cost with short Bible ex- 
cérpts. Use them 'profitably at that aft- 


ernoon tea or on the young people's. 


This editorial is by Homer E. Dowdy, who 
ig associated with the Good News Publishing 
Company, Chicago. : 
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picnic. If thé conversation ever tends to 
turn gossipward or is unbecoming to a 
Christian group, a glance at a napkin 
with a text may help to steer the talk 
back into more beneficial channels. These 
are just a few ways of making the little 
things around your home give a Chris- 
tian witness. Doubtless you can think 
of others. 

There are some, men who very easily 
excuse themselves from the responsibil- 
ity of making their homes an effectual 
witness for Christ, leaving it all to the 
womenfolk. But it might be suggested 
that a man’s friends are frequently apt 
to be brought around to the garage for 
a look at the new garden cultivator, or 
to the basement workshop to be shown 
the latest product of drill and lathe. 
What would they see in your garage or 
workshop? A Christian can use even 
here seemingly trivial means to give his 
witness before the unsaved. A plaque 
bearing the words, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ” is appropriate in such a 
place. 

We have heard the expression, “A 
Christian is the only Bible the world 
ever reads.” We can help them read 
that Bible when they come around to 
our homes and see portions of the Word 
put there graphically before them in 
writing or in a picture. 

But can we not extend this idea of 
the very walls testifying of our Lord’s 
love and mercy? What is true of our 
homes can also be true of our stores, shops, 
offices, and other places of business. Johm 
Wanamaker, great Christian merchant of 
the past generation, purchased two of 
Christendom’s most beloved paintings, 
“Christ before Pilate” and “Christ on Cal- 
vary,” by Munkacsy. After public show- 
ings throughout America these master- 
pieces were taken to his Philadelphia 
department store, to be displayed in the 
great court each year during the Easter 
season. Thousands of people have been 
deeply touched by the striking realism 
of these two paintings. You probably 
cannot buy such paintings, but there 
are ways in which your business house 
can signify that its proprietor is a Chris- 
tian and is interested in getting out the 

During the waft, in one of the combat 

outfits in the Pacific, there was a Chris- 
tian supply sergeant who bore an out- 
standing testimony for the Lord. In- 
stead of the pin-up girls that usually 
bedecked a supply sergeant’s desk, there 
was a small wooden block on which were 
the words “Jesus. Saves.” Even the 
greenest replacement knew what this 
“non-com” believed. His place of business 
was small, shoved into a dark corner of 
a bomb-spared building, but the testi- 
mony shone constantly.. 

Gospel tracts enclosed in those letters 


‘to’ the ‘home office, a timely, framed 


cartoon by Pace or Shoemaker on the 
counter, or gift pencils that advertise 
Christ as well as your insurance firm 
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are all ways in which you can -present 
the Christian message in your buginess. 
Perhaps the buying public is drawn to 
your store through curiosity. Unveil to 
them the mysteries of the Gospel as well 
as the bargains on your shelves. We as 
Christians can show them that Christ 
holds all the answers to life and its per- 
plexities. 

We have said that carefully selected 
furnishings will help bear the Christian 
message to those who visit your home 
or business. Careful selection is the 
keynote. It is unfortunate, but true, that 
many ,artists have taken Biblical themes 
and have warped them. to fit their pri- 
vate interpretations of the Scriptures. 
Christ haS been subordinated to his hu- 
man mother, the Virgin Mary. Men 
sometimes have let their imaginations 
dominate their brushes, and the results 
have been fantastic interpretations of 
certain portions of God’s Word. A young 
friend of mine once wanted to please 
his mother by buying for her a plaque 
that would be indicative of her strong 
Christian faith, He brought home a 
crucifix. Surely, to leave our Lord hang- 


(Continued on page 539) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The First Transatlantic Flight 


It is not often that anything appéars 
in your valuable paper that is inac- 


curate, but the sta ment enclosed, 
made in his article by the Rev. Wade 
C. Smith, is net so. vo Englishmen 


— Alcock and Brown—flew the At- 

lantic before Charles Lindbergh did. 

As’ this mistake is quite commonly 

made by Americans, I think in the 

interest of accuracy, ‘it should be cor- 
rected.—A Vancouver (B. C.) pastor. 

In his lesson article in the issue of 
April 19, Mr. Smith said: “Twenty 
years ago Charles Lindbergh made the 
first flight by air across the Atlantic. It 
startled the world. Today such flights, 
and even much longer ones, are just con- 
sidered taxi service. Evidently God ex- 
pects this generation of young people to 
‘go places.’” 

The Canadian pastor is right in saying 
that Alcock and Brown flew the Atlan- 
tic before Charles Lindbergh. Nelson’s 
Encyclopedia gives a long list of “Events 
and Records” under “Aeronautics,” and 
for the year 1919 gives these details: 
“First transatlantic flight by airplane, 
Newfoundland to England via Azores and 
Spain, ,3,925 miles, by the U. S. NC-4, 
Commander Albert C. Read and crew, 
May 16-27. First nonstop transatlantic 
flight by airplane, Newfoundland to Ire. 
land, June 14, Alcock and Brown.” The 
Encycl Britannica says that Lind- 
bergh was “the first flyer to make the 
New York to Paris non-stop flight.” 
Nelson’s, under 1927,. states that Lind- 
bergh made the “first solo nonstop trans- 
atlantic flight, May 20-21.” 
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The Word of Life in a City of Death 


Some personal experiences in soul-winning 
among the afflicted people of Texas City 


ITTLE did I think that, within ten 

days of arrival with my family in 

New York, on the Queen Elizabeth, 
I. would be visiting scenes and go- 
ing through experiences reminiscent of 
the blitz days in Britain during the re- 
cent World War. The Business Men’s 
Council of the Pocket Testament League, 
Philadelphia, has invited me to become 
a field representative, and my wonder- 
ful privilege will be to teach the Word 
of God at Bible conferences and in vari- 
ous churches and meetings in the United 
States and Canada. It- had been my in- 
tention to enjoy a little rest and relaxa- 
tion for the first two or three weeks 
on American soil, but this was not 
to be. 

When the news came through of the 
disaster ‘in Texas City, the Rev. Carl 
E. Anderson, pastor of the Great Valley 
Presbyterian Church, Malvern, Pa., and 


- executive secretary of the League, gath- 


ered his board together and these men, 
with commendable big-heartedness and 
zeal, agreed that he and I should imme- 
diately go down to Texas City to 
distribute Scripture portions and to 
minister comfort to the stricken peo- 
ple. 

In a remarkable way, the American 
Airlines arranged not only to secure 
places for uS in the next plane from 
Philadelphia to Dallas, but saw to it 
that five thousand Testaments arrived 
only a few hours after we got there. 
We stopped at the Dallas Theological 
Seminary and, in response to our appeal, 
twenty of the students volunteered to 
accompany us and supplied five cars 
to complete the remaining three 
hundred miles of the journey. 

Dr. Wil R. Johnson of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Gal- 
veston, the island city across 
the channel from Texas City, | 
had been telegraphed to expect 
our arrival and this dear 
brother . co-operated with us 
magnificently in every way, ar- 
ranging our sleeping accommce- 
dation and securing the neces- 
sary permission to enter the 
restricted town. 


‘TERRIBLE DESTRUCTION 
In this short artifle, details 


destruction to human lives and 
property caused by the series of 


whole area on the morning of 
April 16. Suffice it to say, in 
this connection, that Mr. Ander- 


By RALPH W. A. MITCHELL 


The Rev. Mr. Mitchell, a Scottish 
Baptist: minister who has been 
preaching in London for some time, 
has recently come to America with 
his family to be a field representa- 
tive of the Business Men’s Council 
of the Pocket Testament League in 
Philadelphia. The Rev. Carl Ander- 
son, secretary of the League, felt a 
definite call to go down to Texas 
City just after the great disaster, 
taking thousands of copies of the 
New Testament to distribute among 
the people. How he and Mr. Mitchell 
got places on the plane, how they 
made close connections, and finally 
reached Texas City in spite of many 
obstacles is a remarkable story in 
itself of God’s leading in answer to 
prayer and persistence. God pre- 
pared the way for these two mes- 
sengers, working upon the hearts of 
airline officials, the students at Dallas 
Theological Seminary, and the offi- 
cials at Texas City. Mr. Mitchell 
tells how gladly the suffering people 
received the Testaments and listened 
' to the Gospel. 


= — 








son and,I were personally conducted in 
a police squad car around the scorched 
ahd battered waterfront where the great- 
est damage was done to the industrial 
plants. We saw and inspected the large 
barge that had been lifted bodily out 
of the water by the sheer force of the 
explosion and transported onto land fifty 
or sixty feet away, surmounting a hurdle 
of twenty-five feet. We also entered the 





Loading Testaments at Philadelphia for the stricken area 
of Texas City, Texas 
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houses, many of them so badly damaged 
as to be beyond repair and therefore 
condemned by the authorities. 

That which concerned us most, how- 
ever, was the fact that hundreds of 
people had been killed and thousands 
injured. We were allowed to enter the 
morgues, and the scenes are indelibly 
imprinted on my mind of the bodies 
blasted, broken, and burned lying on the 
cement floor of the high school gym- 
nasium with tags attached to them for 
identification. How my heart went out 
to the people who filed past these bodies 
searching for missing loved ones! 

Our business Was to minister the Word 
of God to those who, so suddenly and 
tragically, had lost relatives and friends, 
their homes, their businesses, ‘their 
health, their hopes, in some cases, every- 


* thing. Mr. Anderson and I were not in- 


experienced in endeavoring to meet such 
an emergency, as he had distributed 
many thousands of Testaments and Gos- 
pels after the New London, Conn., ex- 
plosion of 1937. I knew, too, from per- 
sonal experience, in the cities of 
Newcastle, London, Bristol, and Birming- 
ham, during air raids, the power of God’s 
precious Word to comfort and sustain 
even in the darkest hour. 


COMFORTING THE BEREAVED 


A great opportunity presented itself 
at the large memorial service conducted 
by the ministers of the town in the 
Ball Park on Saturday evening, April 19. 
It was beautifully impressive, with the 
banks of floral wreathes brilliant against 
the gray seats of the grandstand. High 
on the grandstand a huge cross of flowers 
arose, flanked by two smaller crosses. 
Below these crosses, as the sun sank 
below the gray of smoke, the ministers 
gave their messages of hope and con- 
dolence to the bereaved. At the close 
of the service, the Testaments were dis: 
tributed and were very gratefully ac- 
cepted by the people. 

One man came forward to me 
and said, “Would you. please 
come and give one of these 
little books to my mother?” 
“Certainly,” I replied, and 
walked with him a few yards to 
a little group; in the center of 
which was an old woman weep- 
ing. I learned that she had 
lost two sons in the disaster, 
and that other members of the 
family had been injured. How 
utterly inadequate man’s vo- 
cabulary is in such an. emer- 
gency! . Even the heart-felt, 
“God bless you, Mother,” 
seemed so ineffective and weak 
at that particular moment, and 
instinctively and immediately 
I sought. the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit for a word from the 
Book, which liveth and abideth 
forever. 


The Scripture that the. Spirit 
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first brought to my mind for that dear 
mother was, “Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, 
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness” 
(Isa. 41:10). When other Scriptures 
had been quoted and prayer offered, the 
mother appeared much comforted. 
Then a Testament was given to each 
member of the group, and the man who 
first approached me promised to read a 
chapter of the Bible every day. His 
parting word was: “Thank God you 
came to Texas City with that Book. I 
see things in a new light already.” 


VISITING THE INJURED 

Another important part of our work 
was visiting the injured, and exceed- 
ingly helpful co-operation was given to 
us by the doctors and nurses in every 
hospital. Indeed, one doctor said that 
he was delighted to assist us in every 
way, since it was the first time he had 
seen the Word of God so freely distrib- 
uted in the hospital. 

One young lad from Houston, whose 
arm was injured when engaged in res- 
cue work, received the Testament from 
me: with sincere words of thanks. I 
asked him if he knew the Lord as his 
own pérsonal Saviour, and he said, “No, 
but I would like to know Him because 
He has spared my life.” I had the joy 
of reading to him the texts of Scripture 
dealing with the way of God’s salvation, 
telling him how the Lord Jesus shed 
His precious blood on the cross of Cal- 
vary for the remission of our sins and 
that He was raised from the dead for 
our justification. I quoted John 3:16, 
adding, 


“God said. it, 
Jesus’ did it, 
I believe it, 
And that settles it.” 

Then I asked my young friend, “Will 
you believe the word of the Lord Jésus 
Christ and receive Him now as your 
pérsonal Saviour’and friend?” 

‘He accepted my proffered hand, and 
with sincerity and conviction replied, “% 
will.” 

‘After quoting John 6:37 and Romans - 
10: 9, I’ commended him in prayer to the 
One who had saved him by His sovereign © 
grace and mercy. As I left his bedside, 
the dear young brother had a radiant 
look upon his face which reflected a 

y PERSONAL WITNESS ON THE PLANE . 

There were boundless opportunities 
for personal soul-winning also among 
the rescue workers and various other 
people who had been brought into the 
area for. a special work. Even on the 
plane, on the outward.and homeward 
journey, we were able to distribute our 
Testaments. Four hostesses signed up 
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of God’s Word ‘evéry day. One of them, 
although a Christian, lacked full assur- 
ance and certainly had never borne any 
witness for her Lord and Master. When 
I returned home to Philadelphia, I re- 
ceived a letter from this very fine, edu- 
cated young lady. Here is one extract: 


The other Testament you gave me 
did not go to a passenger, as I told 
you it would, due to fact that 
soothes one my roommates wanted 

She hasn't be before shown a great 
deal of interest in the Bible, though 
claims to be a 


Maurine’s and m 
influenced her, t I dly 
Ag So far she has one well with 
her reading in it, and I’m so happy 
Since talking with you I have looked 
constantly for an 0 Roehuniy to to tell 
others of Jesus or to talk to them about 
Him, and I have found a4... oppor- 
tunities to do so. For that I am par- 
tially indebted to you— through your 
encouragement and prayer. 


Indeed, before starting the journey to 
Dallas, Brother Anderson got home a 
very pointed and powerful truth when 
he told the officials of the American Air- 
lines: “You have made special provi- 
sion to get down to Texas City the blood 


ve it 


‘plasma that will keep men and women 


alive for two or three hours. Please 
arrange for the equally speedy trans- 
portation of these Testaments which will 
keep men and women alive for all eter- 
nity.” These officials did the job well, 
and they also accepted Testaments for 
themselves. 


Dramatics in the Church 





AA MeMorABLE EXPERIENCE 


One of the most thrilling and memo- 
rable experiences of my life happened 
on Monday evening, April 21. Carl An- 
derson and I had intended to retire 
early, since for five days we had been 
engaged in work very intense in its 
character, and we had given ourselves 
fully to it. On this particular evening, 
we started on our way home by going 
through the most devastated area. We 
camc to a part of the road which was 
about a quarter of a mile from the 
waterfront, and we found this section 
blocked by police officers, who were 
stopping everyone except those going 
through on extra special business. Mr. 
Anderson went over and talked to them 
and a few minutes later I followed him. 
We learned that these men came from 
Fort Worth, and that they were expect- 
ing to return to that city by plane later 
in the evening. I believe that they 
were. glad to chat with us, if only to 
relieve the monotony of their waiting, 
and they listened to Brother Anderson 
as he told them of my arrival in Amer- 
ica, recently, from Britain. They ex- 
pressed surprise that I, a Scotsman, 
should be a Baptist minister and not a 
Presbyterian. Their astonishment was 


greater when they learned that Mr. An-’* 


derson, a Presbyterian, and I, a Baptist, 
were working together with such unity 
of purpose on our mission. For a half 
hour we had a happy time together, 
(Continued on page 539) 


Why theatrical methods and trappings have no place 
~ in the house of God or in Christian schools 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, D.D. 


This is the second and concluding article by Dr. Lockyer on the dangers 


of the stage and dramatics. 


Sunpay ScHoot Tres readers, may be 


glad to read, in this connection, a pamphlet prepared some years ago 
by Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, but timely today, “Shall the Church Use 
Motion Pictures?” A limited supply is available. It may be had for five 
cents a copy, or fifty cents a dozen, from The Sunday School Times 


Company, 325 N. 13th 


[7 wat usually be found that any 
who have had close contact with 


3 the stage, and who have been saved 


from it, find it very hard to resist the 
dramatic in their presentation of the 
Gospel. One is not condemning the legit- 
imate: use of acting the Word. But of 
this we are confident, many theatrical 
methods: adopted in church life and 
work are alien to the Gospel, and con- 
stitute strange fire’ upon the altar. Not 
only .is.this.so, but when any church 
tries to ape the world it immediately 
loses, its influence upon. the world. Ob- 
servation also leads us to affirm that 
when a.church goes into the show busi- 
ness it is a very poor competitor of the 


for membership in the. League, piedging world.; 
themselves solemnly -to read a portion. Christianity is not ‘to be played, but 


Strcet, Philadelphia 5. 


lived. There is no substitute for the dy- 
namic of the Gospel, and, when fully be- 
lieved in and preached, in the power of 
the Spirit, it requires no addition bor- 
rowed from the world. Yet we have 
the sorry spectacle of the church open- 
ing its doors to many methods of attrac- 
tion and support, so foreign to its life 
and testimony, until, in many quarters, 
the church is little more than a religious 
amusement club. As a spiritual institu- 
tion, it does not need carnal means of 
exercising its ministry. 

Let me dip into my own experience 
again and show how God is able to use 
one’s past association with the stage. 
Years ago, before coming to America, I 
was called to the pastorate of a church 
that had been immersed in worldly 
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methods of maintenance for many years. 
Learning what this church countenaneed, 
I wondered why they were interested in 
me, for my position in respect to what 
the ch stood for was widely known. 
I found that it was the practice to have 
secular concerts on Saturday nights. 
Each year plays were put on, lasting for 
four days, when, with all theatrical 
trimmings, money was raised to wipe out 
debt accumulated over the year. The 
church possessed a few good amateur 
actors and acfresses, who felt that it 
was their task to help God out. What 
a travesty! 


The Opposition to a Spiritual Program 

Well, feeling that a call to such a 
church was a challenge, I accepted, on 
the one condition that all these worldly 
practices must immediately cease. The 
condition was accepted, and then the 
trouble started when the operatic 
society was discontinued. Strong opposi- 
tion came my way from a group of un- 
regenerated, worldly-minded church 
members: How they hated spiritual 
ways of establishing and extending the 
church’s influence in the city! One had 
to make it clear that he would sooner 
sell matches on the street corners than 
condescend to secular practices in run- 
ning a church. Having been saved from 
the theater, I determined at the outset 
of my ministry to deal a death blow 
to anything resembling the old life. 

And so a spiritual ministry was insti- 
tuted. We got down to prayer, Biblical 
preaching, and direct giving, and God 
graciously blessed the witness, but not 
without severe testing. On the first 
Sunday of our work we found that we 
were up against real Satanic opposition. 
On reaching home we discovered that, 
while we were at church, the house had 
been robbed and almost everything of 
value stolen. Yet such an adversity was 
wonderfully overruled. The following 
Sunday I preached on “Robbers,” and, 
as the newspapers had given much pub- 
licity to the burglary, a large crowd 
gathered thinking that I would have 
something to say about the robbery, 

After mentioning one or two aspects 
of the theft, I came to Malachi’s ques- 
tion, “Will a man rob God?” and showed 
that many professing Christians are rob- 
bers. Among other things, I referred to 
the responsibility of parents to surround 
children with spiritual influences. If the 
home has a worldly atmosphere and 
children are encouraged to go to places 
of worldly and questionable amusement, 
then parents need not be surprised if their 
offspring become godless. There was a 
reference to theaters and music halls, 
which a reporter who was present laid 
hold of and gave much space to, and 
which was noticed by the manager of 
a theater in a neighboring city. 

This manager wrote me, saying that 
doubtless I had in mind the low type of 
theater, but that he represented a the- 
ater of distinction where only good plays 
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were staged. He was likewise the editor 
of Queue, a magazine devoted to the 
stage and circulated among actors, and 
he offered me the opportunity of ex- 
pressing myself in his publication. He 
invited me to write an article on “What 
Do You Think of the Stage?” 

Thanking him for his kindness, I told 
him that I was afraid he would not print 
what I wrote on such a question. But 
he came back and said that he would 
print every word I wrote. Well, this 
was too good an opportunity to miss. 

I started out by. describing my con- 
version, using terms stage folks/ would 
understand, and then endeavored to in- 
dicate some of the perils of the theater, 
both to actors themselves and to theater. 
goers. And, true to his word, every- 
thing I wrote was printed by the edi- 
tor. But imagine my surprise, when in 
the next issue of Queue, I found that 
he had arranged for a vicar, and a well- 
known London actor, to reply to my 
article. From the vicar I received no 
mercy. He prided himself on the ballet 
shows he could produce, and gave me 
a dressing down for being so narrow. 
The actor, Ivor Brown, was more sym- 
pathetic. He told how his love for the 
stage had been fostered in the Sunday 
schools, through taking part in plays. 


The Fallacy of Using Dramatics 

Queue’s editor, in a most gracious way, 
wrote again asking me to have the last 
shot and reply to my critics, which I 
did. The Church of England vicar was 
reminded of the spiritual constitution of 
the church, and that he himself had mis- 
taken his calling. It was evident that 
he should devote all his energies to the 
training of ballet girls.. The actor’s con- 
fession gave me the opportunity of in- 
dicating the tragedy of permitting, any 
form of worldliness to enter the house 
of God, and that it was discrediting to 
the church to provide worldly amuse- 
ments, resulting in young people drift- 
ing into worldly ways of sin. I tried to 
point out that churches that give shows, 
plays, and dances a place on théir pro- 
grams, thinking thus to attract and hold 
the young, were only creating in these 
young people a deeper desire for worldly 


, pursuits, and that ultimately they would 


be lost to the church altogether. 
Sometimes the question arises as to 
whether dramatics should be included in 
the curricula of centers of learning, por- 
fessedly Christian. In universities and 
colleges, purely secular, one expects to 
find all the arts included in the educa- 
tion provided. Since the stage and 
screen have come to prominence in mod- 
ern life, theatricals in teaching and prac- 
tice form a part of such cultural pro- 
grams. But, surely, in institutions that 
boast a Christian emphasis, no provision 
should be made for courses utterly 
worldly in concept and character. A 


familiar argument advanced is that 4 - 


dramatics course develops poise and eon- 
fidence. It is claimed that a young man. 


*: (5) 537°: 
for example, preparing for the ministry, 
can be taught, by dramatic training, how 
to stand before an audience without fear, 
how to control his eyes, hands, and feet; 
how to use his own -emotions to work 
upon the emotions of those who face him. 
In fact, such training in stage technique, 
we are told, makes for greater efficiency 
in the presentation of the Gospel. 

Candidly, the writer is dead set againt 
dramatics being used in this way, and 
for several reasons. First of all, it is 
the substitute of the artificial for the 
spiritual. The weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal; therefore, if one is called 
to preach there must be full dependence; 
not upon acquired art, but upon God's 
Holy Spirit. A good homiletics course 
should, of necessity, teach a man the 
principles of effective speech, and pulpit 
decorum. But to acquaint him with all 
the paraphernalia of the stage is to cre- 
ate a false, strained, affected, unreal 
manner. Actor-preachers may draw at- 
tention, to themselves, for they are ever 
conscious of the show they are putting 
on, Greater effectiveness is reached, 
however, when there is utter dependence 
upon the Spirit. 

When Paul preached before Festus 
and Agrippa he was dramatic enough. 
He knew how to sway audiences ahd 
arouse emotions, but his was no manu- 
factured art or fleshly affectation. All 
his powers were dominated by the Spirit, 
thus he became lost in the message pro- 
claimed. 

Further, the inclusion of dramatics in 
any scholastic center, conducted under 
Christian auspices, constitutes a strong 
temptation for those wiio are not fully 
separated or grounded in the faith. 
Taught to act, young people might find 
their way to the stage as a profession. 
If, after my conversion, I had gone to 
a college where certain aspects of act- 
ing were taught, old desires would have 
reappeared, and like P sow, I would haye 
returned to wallowing in the mire, with 
a last state worse than the first. 
Unholy Persons Handling Sacred Things 

I must also raise my protest against 
the theatrical presentation of religious 
themes, such as Hollywood is guilty of. 
While the majority of religious films are 
Roman Catholic in nature, yet even in 
these, as well as in others, like “The 
King of Kings,” most sacred things are 
handled merely for monetary gains, and 
holy persons imitated by unholy men 
and women. An actor, much divorced, 
acting the role of a priest or preacher 
in one film, becomes a crook or gangste 
in another. -A couplet has it: woes 

The cause of God is holy, 
And it useth holy. things. j 

At the expense of being termed nar- 
row, I must ‘affirm’ that it is the respon- 
sibility of those’ who are'truly Christian’ 
to refuse to patronize an institution éx- 
ploitihg the santtities of religion with 
merely box office réceipts in mind.’ ‘Ag 
lone-ds-a picture pays it does not matter . 
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whether Christ or the Devil is featured. 

Another aspect of the question we are 
considering is that of the familiar “Pas- 
sion Play.” Where these lines are being 
written, a Passion ‘Play is being’ spon- 
sored by the city Lions Club, with one 
of the club members as Christus. Pic- 
tures of the play are all over the city. 
One that raised my ire was that of this 
Christus being taken down from a cross. 
Surely, this is nothing short of blas- 
phemy! Our blessed Lord is too in- 


Terrorism in Palestine 
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finitely holy to be imitated, and His 
cross too sacred and tragic to be treated 
as a theatrical display. Yet hundreds 
flock to the auditorium to see a mock 
Christ perform, who are guilty of de- 
spising the real Christ. «fhe passion of 
our Lord should be left where it is, 
namely, in the Bible. The Cross is to be 
preached as the only hope for sinners 
and not dramatized for their mere en- 
tertainment. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


How it began and why it Is so difficult to put down or eliminate 


HE greatest problem in Palestine to- 
day ‘is that of terrorism. It is a 
problem so desperate that its solution, 
seems to be well nigh impossible. An 


attempt will be made in this article to 


describe its origin and its continued 
activity that seems so reprehensible. 

Let us remember, in the first place, 
that it was not the Jews who started 
such unlawful measures in the Holy 
Land. During the 1920’s and early 1930's, 
when they came in in large numbers, 
they were characterized by a meékness 
and willingness to placate all other resi- 
dents of the country. What they wanted 
was a home, a sanctuary, a peaceful 
refuge, where they might get away from 
fears and anti-Semitism, and work out 
their own salvation. The religious mo- 
tive was not uppermost in the eyes of 
most of them during those years. They 
wanted to be let alone. 

No efforts were too great, no under- 
taking too desperate for them. They 
turned pestilential swamps into fruitful, 
healthy orange gpoves and vegetable 
gdrdens. Rocky mountain slopes, eroded 
by centuries of neglect, were brought 
back to former fertility by tediously re- 
building ancient terraces, and ‘were 
leveled off by carrying earth, a basket- 
ful at a time. Goat tracks became coun- 
try roads. Schools, nurseries, hospitals, 
and a great university were commenced. 
The story of their achievement is wie) 
unmatched in modern times. 

It was the Arabs, alarmed by we 
steady progress made by those who, to 
them, were foreigners and aliens, who 
started. the terrorism. One can under- 
stand their reasoning. This influx of 
Yehudis had disturbed their life and 
manner of thought perhaps even more 
than General Allenby’s invasion had 
done a few years. earlier, for whatever 
faults the British may have, they deal 
softly with old religions and customs of 
conquered peoples. The increasing en- 
trance of thousands of Jews into their 
country threatened to overwhelm the 
Arabs, and they resisted. 

They aid not realize that the ‘flow 
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was beneficial and irresistible, and that 
it was God’s sovereign will that these 
Semitic cousins should come back to 
what was, after all, their God-given 
land. They considered that whatever 
rights the Jews had once possessed to 
the’ land, they had forfeited by their 
long absence. It was as absurd to them 
to think that the Jews had any claim 
to their land, as it would be if some sur- 
viving band of Iroquois Indians should 
lay claim to New York City and its 
skyscrapers. 

That God entered into the transaction 
at all was as remote to them as the 
South Pole. This was their own Arab 
land (although it actually had been 
Turkish land and not Arab for about 
four hundred years, or until 1917) pos- 
sessed by them for hundreds of years, 
and they would not consent to be dis- 
possessed of it. Who can blame them? 
If the mandatory power would not keep 
these foreigners out, then they must do 
something themselves. They had no 
national leader strong enough to weld 
them into an effective force, but fanati- 
cal groups attacked and massacred help- 
less Jews. When forewarned, the Jews 
stood fer their lives, as in the days of 
Esther the Queen, but there were many 
isolated communities that were com- 
pletely wiped out. 

Stirred to.resistance, the’ Jews organ- 
ized, and men like the late General Orde 
Wingate of Abyssinia and Burma fame, 
taught them how’ to protect themselves, 
so that, by the time the war broke, in 
1939, they were doing a good job of re- 
sistance. 

The war changed everything. Stir- 
red by some measure of patriotism for 
the Allies, both Jews and Arabs agreéd 
tacitly to bury the hatchet, to cease hos- 
tilities during the progress of the dread 
holocaust... In order to pacify the Arabs 
and insure their quiescence, the British 


Government introduced a new policy in - 


a White Paper that limited Jewish immi- 
gration into Palestine to a maximum of 
1,500 per month, and this immigration, 
after five years, was to cease altogether. 
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This was a contravention of the Balfour 
Declaration embodied in the mandate 
and of the solemn promise of a national 
home in Palestine for world Jewry. It 
came at a time when Jews by millions 
were being brutally done to death in 
Europe, and when an asylum in Pales- 
tine might have saved hundreds of thou- 
sands of lives. 

This White Paper was indeed the 
blackest kind of black paper for the 
Jews, and for Britons who value their 
country’s honor. Not realizing fully its 
probable results, although they never 
accepted it, yet because of the war pres- 
sure urged upon them, they did not 
actively resist it, or at least not very 
actively. 

We all know what happened in Europe, 
Five or six millions of Jews butchered 
in a worse than Roman saturnalia, and 
then, at last, victory for the Allies over 
a ruined and desolated Germany and 
Italy, with a few hundred thousand mis- 
erable, destitute Jews poking with sticks 
in rubbish heaps for crusts of bread to 
eat, or huddled in ruined cellars to 
sleep, and still pursued by an anti- 
Semitism as cruel as it was senseless. 
Victory was not Utopia for them. 

The Gentile world is a hard world for 
these poor people. Yes, doubtless, they 
do have unpleasant characteristics. It is 
small wonder that they do have them, 
treated a8 they have been during the 
centuries, and especially since 1939. 

And now the Jews see the Axis powers 
thoroughly defeated but their own con- 
dition is not remedied. The Allies have, 
as far as one knows, done little for 
Jews in Europe. Their misery is lumped 
together with that of all dispossessed 
persons, and Israel’s active enemies are 
unchanged by the horrors of war, and 
love her even less than before. 

Palestine to thousands of continental 
Jews seems the only chance of survival. 
The only goal, the only solution, the 
land of hope and glory, the land of their 
origin and of the patriarchal heritage, 
the golden land of opportunity. A heart 
of stone would be moved by their miser- 
able’ plight and their hope of deliver- 
ance. 

The pushing, grasping, overfed Jews 
in mink coats that we see in New York 
and London are no samples of European 
Jewry today. 

Many Jews in Palestine have relatives 
in Poland, Czechoslovakia, or Austria, 
who will die if no relief comes. Many 
have already lost half, or three-quar- 
ters, or ei but one of their immediate 
familiés, and these must die unless they 
can come to Palestine. No other door is 
open, and this door is not really open 
either. 

Driven irantic by the necessity of 
action, by pleading letters from perse- 
cuted relatives in Europe and by the 
apparent unwillingness of the Govern- 
ment or the nations todo anything about 
it, they, the young terrorists, turn upon 
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the governing body. Their patience is 
exhausted and apparently valueless. 
Action may be equally useless, but any- 
thing seems better than inactivity. By 
long brooding over real and fancied 
wrongs, they concentrate their resent- 
ment upon the powers that restrain them, 
forgetting that they ‘have received many 
benefits also from those same powers, 
or, in other words, the Palestine Police 
and the British Military Forces in Pal- 
estine. 

They do not quarrel with the Arabs, 
whose right to remain in Palestine they 
do not question. ‘If the Arabs will let 
them alone, they will let the Arabs alone. 
Added to the flame of the resentment 
of these Jews is thé knowledge that, in 
the war, thousands of their young men 
actively fought for the Allies in a score 
of hard-fought fields in North Africa 
‘and Italy, while the Arab communities 
did little or nothing for the Allied cause. 
And now that thé war is won by those 
whose cause they espoused, they get no 
help in their national aspirations from 
those same Allies. Feelings of grati- 
tude to Jewish participants are played 
down by the Allies, and the part that 
they played in the ultimate victory is 
minimized, and so they take the law into 
their own hands. Military experience 
gained in the great war makes these 
young bloods exceedingly dangerous, as 
numerous acts of terrorism have fully 
demonstrated. ; 

When the Jewish executive committee 
seeks to restrain the terrorists, they sim- 
ply scoff: “What do those old gray 
beards in Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, with 
’ their praying shawls, know about this? 
What can they do? We have given them 
time enough to accomplish something, 
and they have done nothing. Our friends, 
our parents are still done to death in 
Polish pogroms, and soon it will be too 
late to do anything for them. If no 
one cares, we will do our best even 
though we die. Maccabeus died —so 
can we, but we will do our bit first.” 

Thus they reason, and having justified 
themselves to themselves, go out to mur- 
der pink-cheeked boys from Yorkshire‘ 
or thin-lipped young officers from the 
playing fields of Eton or Sandhurst, who 
would sooner be anywhere than here; 
or London cockneys whose only desire 
is to get back to “Blighty” and the missus 
and the kids. 

It gets them nowhere. Their elders 
know this, but they cannot restrain them. 
It has gone too far. If their elders had 
police powers and could incarcerate 
these Stern Gang followers, or Irgum 
Zvai Leumi adherents, without compro- 
mising them as fellow Jews to the Brit- 
ish Military Authority or to the British 
controlled Palestine Police, they would 
do so. To turn them, their fellow Jews, 
over to these authorities for prolonged 
imprisonment, banishment to Eritrea, or 
death, they are not willing to do. 


One doubts if we would be willing, 
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under the same circumstances, to do this. 
They condemn terrorism as strongly as 
we do. If they had power themselves 
to imprison, judge, and punish, they 
could and probably would do so. To give 
them up to British Palestine justice is, 
as we have ‘said, another matter. It 
seems too much like betrayal of their 
brethren, whose aims they share, but 
whose methods they deplore. 


And so stations continue to be blown 
up and electrically operated mines con- 
tinue to be detonated under jeeps carry- 
ing Palestine Police or the British Mili- 
tary Forces, and commando tactics 
learned in the war, proved diabolically 
successful in times of peace, that is, if 
you can call the present conditions peace. 


The British public and world opinion 
execrates terroristic acts and says, “We 
will not be moved by them to hasten a 
favorable Jewish settlement,” and the 
terrorists feply by blowing up a few 
mare bridges or police posts; more York- 
shire boys die, the world politicians 
utter sentient remarks that accomplish 
nothing, and the Arab League smiles or 
scowls, depending upon whether refugee 
ships of ragged emigrants are turned 
back from Haifa to Cyprus or another 
thousand Jews are grudgingly admitted. 


* Meanwhile a great northern power 


awaits her time in silence. 


Why a solution is not more speedily 
arrived at is of course anyone’s guess. 
But whatever decision is forthcoming, it 
will not give universal satisfaction. 


At risk of oversimplification of a hard 
problem, one might reduce it to this, as 
addressed not merely to Britain but to 
the world, “Do you want the Jews to 
have Palestine or not?” The Arab world 
says, ‘“No,” and in no feeble chorus. 
The so-called Christian world has not 
made up its mind, and, on the part of 
Britain at least, fears the consequences, 
and so stumbles over a positive decision 
one way~-or the other.. While she halts 
and stumbles, terrorism will probably 
persist and may grow worse. 

What we can do is pray. Prayer 
changes things. 

+ 4 


Silent Witnesses Speak Loudly 
(Continued from second page) 


ing on the cross does not testify to faith 
in a living Saviour. 

Gospel tracts must be printed attrac- 
tively if they are to be read by the un- 
regenerate of this day. It is also true 
that we must choose the “silent wit- 
nesses” for our homes with prayerful 
consideration. There are available to- 
day beautifully executed, unbreakable 
Scripture mottoes, cast from artistic 
carvings, each designed with dignity ap- 
propriate to the holy Word. 

But do not expect plaques and pic- 
tures and other objects bearing Scrip- 
ture portions to relieve you of the re- 
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sponsibility of witnessing for, Christ. 
They merely enlarge your sphere of 
ministry. And the message must be 
carried out in your ow@ilife. 
that can bear a Chrigtiana-testimony 
through inanimate objects is the home 
whose members have first borne the 
name and likeness of Christ. 


The Word of Life in a City 
of Death 


(Continued from page 536) 


and they seemed to appreciate my stories 
about Scotland: 


Then another policeman drew up, and 
we were introduced to the driver, a 
sergeant from Fort Worth. As soon as 
he learned my nationality, he vigor- 
ously shook my harid and greeted me 
most cordially, because, as he remarked, 
“Scotland gave me such a splendid time 
in 1943.” It was he who, when prompted, 
invited us into his car and drove us 
down to the waterfront and personally 
conducted us over that rubble-strewn 
area. On our return to the group of 
police officers, one made a remark about 
the Lord Jesus. That opened a conver- 
sation which lasted for forty-five min- 
utes, and I do believe with all my heart 
that real work was done for eternity 
during that period. The claims of the 


* Lord Jesus were certainly presented to 


these men, and I am persuaded that 
some of them at least came to know the 
Lord in a new way. At any rate, they 
accepted the Testaments and joined up 
in the League, while they were most 
anxious to give us their names and ad- 
dresses, 


It was a privilege to have had such 
a share in this glorious enterprise, al- 
though my heart was greatly distressed 
to see such grief and suffering. I am 
constrained to sound out a call to every 
reader of THe Sunpay Scuoot Tres to 
be more faithful in doing personal work 
for the Master and in passing on His 
glorious Word. I personally believe that 
the time is short. Surely the signs of 
the time indicate the near return of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour. The prayers 
of the children of God are earnestly 
sought for the Business Men’s Council 
of the Pocket Testament League of 
Philadelphia, which is preparing to 
meet, with even greater resources, any 
other emergency that may ‘arise in the 
land, Any one desirous of having par- 
ticulars of this work can write to the 
executive secretary, the Rev. Carl E. 
Anderson, Box 515, Philadelphia, Pa. 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation” (2 
Cor. 6:2) is a word primarily for be- 
lievers, and may its message challenge 
and inspire us as we do our work for 
the Lord and for perishing souls. 

PHILADELPHIA. 










Po 





























































5 
% 
£ 


ou 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





May 31, 1947 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. JUNE 15. 


JUDAH'’S LAST DAYS 


@ Kings 23:31 to 24:7, Jeremiah 36, printed text, Jeremiah 36:2, 3, 28-31, 2 Kings 24:1-4 


Kinc James Version 


Jer. 36:2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the 
words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against 
Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto 
thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 

3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil 
which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every 
man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and 
their sin. 


28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former 
words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of 
Judah hath burned. 

29 And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of ‘Judah, Thus saith 
the Lory; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou 
written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly 
come and destroy paras land, and shall cause to cease from thence 
man and beast? . 

30 Therefore thus ‘saith the Lory of Jehoiakim king of Judah; 
He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his 
dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the 
hight to the frost. 


Golden Text.—The fear of the Lord prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shail be shortened.—Prov. 10:27 


31 And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for 
their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and uponthe inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil 
that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. 


2 Kings 24:1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then he 
turned and rebelled against him. 

2 And the Lorp sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and 
bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of 
the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy 
it, according to the wcrd of the Lorp, which he spake by his 
servants the prophets. 

3 Surely at the commandment of the Lorp came this upon 
Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, 
according to all that he did; 

4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled 
Jerusalgm with innocent blood; which the Lorp would not pardon. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by we International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Lis.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE four kings who succeeded 
Josiah one after the other were all 


weaklings who had no firm convic- 


tions regarding their responsibilities, nor 
did they have that true piety that would 
have enabled them to stand for God 
against the encroachments of idolatry. 
The Lord sent message after message by 
Jeremiah, calling the leaders, both eccle- 
siastical and royal, and the people gen- 
erally, to judge the evils that afflicted 
the nation and exposed them to peril 
because of Jehovah’s refusal to identify 
Himself with them on account of their 
unfaithfulness. 

Jeremiah is often called “the weeping 
prophet” because of his tenderness of 
heart and the grief that possessed him 
on account of the defection of his peo- 
ple. (Jer. 9:1). But he could also be 
very stern when rebuking iniquity, as 
in this present lesson. In these things 
he manifested the same spirit that was 
seen in all perfection in our blessed 
Lord, whose ‘tears and denuriciations 
were in perfect keeping. False prophets 
have ever had the confidence of those 
who are ready to accept almost anyone 
claiming to speak with divine authority, 
instead of testing him by what God has 
already revealed. It was true of old; it 
ig just as true now (2 Pet. 2:1-3). There. 
fore the need of being ever on guard lest 
one be deceived by unscriptural teach- 
ings, which turn one away from the 
truth and point the way to endless ruin 
(2 Cor. 11:13). We need to try the 
spirits whether they be of God (1 John 
4:1), for Satan has his ministers who 
speak plausibly but are really seeking’ to 
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mislead rather than to edify (2 Cor. 11: 
14, 15). Justin Martyr wrote long ago: 
“Many spirits are abroad in the world 
and the credentials. they display are 
splendid gifts of eloquence and ability. 
Christian, look carefully. Ask for the 
print of the nails.” 


The false prophets in Jeremiah’s day 
ridiculed predictions of coming judg- 
ment and prated of peace and safety, 
when the Judge stood at the door (6: 
14; 8:11). It is the same today and will 
be until the vials of the wrath of God 
are actually being poured out upon the 
earth (1 Thess. 5:3). Men prefer these 
soft spoken teachers of error who proph- 
esy “smooth things” (Isa. 30:10) to the 
faithful men of God who declare un- 
flinchingly the Word of the Lord with- 
out fear or favor. But in the day of 
Christ, when every hidden thing is 
brought to light, God’s true servants will 
be recognized and rewarded, and the 
preachers of falsehood will be dealt with 
in judgment. 


The Historical Setting 


Jeremiah began his ministry as a very 
young man, in the days of the godly 
King Josiah, and continued until Jeru- 
salem was destroyed by the Chaldeans. 
After that he ministered to the remnant 
left in the land, and was forced to ac- 
company them when they went down to 
Egypt. He was a priest of the town of 
Anathoth. The dates of his birth and 
death are not given. 


Verse by Verse 


Jer. 36:2.—“Take thee a roll of a book, 
and write therein all the words that I 
have spoken ... against Judah.”. It was 
during the reign of Jehoiakim that God 
thus commanded Jeremiah. He was to 
embody in one scroll all the warnings 
and predictions of coming judgment that 
God had given him to declare in order 
that by this special appeal the conscience 
of the king and the people might be 
reached. 


Verse 3.—“It may be that the house of 
Judah will hear . . . that I may forgive 
their iniquity and their sin.” God would 
bring every possible influence to bear 
upon the hearts of wayward men in or- 
der to bring them to repentance, that 
He might forgive them and lead them on 
in the way of righteousness. But in this 
case there was only increasing wayward- 
ness. When the roll was read before the 
king, he destroyed it by cutting it with 
a penknife and burning it in the fire. 

Verse 28.—“Take thee again ancther 
rou.” Man’s opposition cannot destroy 
God’s Word. In place of the burned roll, 
Jeremiah was commanded to produce a 
second one, reiterating all that was in 
the first one. 

Verse 29.—‘Why hast thou written... 
The King of Babylon shall certainly 
come and destroy this land.”. Jehoiakim 
was indignant with Jeremiah because 
he prophesied of judgment about to fall 
upon the land, so he sought to nullify 
the predictions by destroying the Scrip- 
tures, as many have done since. 

Verse 30.—“Therefore . . . he shall 
have none to sit upon the throne of 
David.” Jehoiakim was to be bereft of 
his sons\and he himself was to be dis- 
honored in his:death because of his dis- 
obedience to the Word of the Lord. 
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Verse 31.—“They hearkened not.” This 
was the condemnation of Judah. God 
called them to repentance, but they re- 
fused* to hear; therefore they were to 
be exposed to the destruction which they 
sought to avert by their own ingenuity. 
But neither bravery nor plotting would 
avail to shield them from the power of 
the Chaldeans. 


2 Kings 24:1—‘“Nebuchadnezzar ... 
came up, and Jehoiakim became his 
servant three years.” Finding himself 


_and his army unable to cope with the 


military might of the Chaldeans, Jehoia- 
kim submitted and agreed to be a vas- 
sal of the-king of Babylon, but later 
brought ruin on himself and his subjects 
by violating his oath of allegiance. 


Verse 2—“The Lord sent against him 
bands of the Chaldees” and affiliated 
nations to destroy Judah as Jeremiah 
had predicted would be the case. 


Verse 3.—‘At the commandment of the 
Lord came this upon Judah . .. for the 
sins of Manasseh.” The wickedness of 
the king had resulted in irreparable 
harm because the evils he introduced, 
though temporarily dealt with in Josiah’s 
good reign, had never been judged and 
turned from by the nation as a whole. 
Thus idolatry became their ruin. 


Verse 4—“‘He filled Jerusalem with 
innocent blood; which the Lord would 
hot pardon.” -Where iniquity prevails, 
human life is considered as of little ac- 
count. The worship of Molech, involv- 
ing countless human sacrifices, chiefly 
of babes and little children, had so 
aroused the indignation of Jehovah that 
He would not pardon it inasmuch as 
there was no national mevement of re- 
pentance. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The conflict between truth and error 
has been going on ever since the effort 
of Satan, when he successfully misled 
our first parents in the Garden of Eden 
with his subtle “Hath God said?” thus 
insinuating doubt and questioning into 
the mind of Eve. Toleration of false 
teachers in the church of God is treach- 
ery to Christ. The false prophets in 
Israel were the bitter opponents of the 
revelation given through holy men who 
wrote and spoke as they were moved by 
the Spirit of God. The same is true to- 
day, except that the basis for all true 
testimony is now the completed volume 
of Holy Scripture, by which all teaching 
is to be tested. 

The nation of Judah fell and was de- 
stroyed at last because of failure to heed 
the instruction given by God through 
His inspired servants. 

Lesson Outline 

1. The Word of God given (Jer. 36:2) 
2. The purpose of divine warnings (v. 3) 
3. The Word rejected (vs. 23, 24) 

4. The Word repeated (v. 28) 
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Last. Week’s Lesson 
10. June 8.—The Revival Under Josiah 
(Religious Reforms in Judah). 
2 Kings 22:1 to 23:30 
Next Week’s Lesson 
12. Jun@ 22.—The Fall of the Southern 
Kingdom 


2 Kings 24 to 25; Jeremiah 37; 39 to 40 








5. Judgment for all who refuse to heed 
the Word (vs. 29-31) 


6. The Word fulfilled: (2 Kings 24: 1-4) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


_ Prophets: True and False. The prophet 
in Israel was one to whom God gave 
special insight into His mind and will. 
He spoke or wrote by divine guidance 
and inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 
Pet. 1:21). His mission was not pri- 
marily to foretell the future, though 
that was a part of his calling, but to 
arouse the people to a sense of their 
true condition before God and to sum- 
mon them to repentance and reforma- 
tion of life. The false prophets were 
imitators of these godly men, who pre- 
tended to have an insight which they did 
not possess, and who endeavored tc 
counteract the ministry of the true séer 
by lulling the people to rest in their 
sinful condition, assuring them that all 
was well and they need not be troubled 
as to the future. 


True and False Teachers. In the 
church age the true teacher is a gift 
from Christ, our exalted head (Eph, 4: 
10-12), who had peculiar ability to open 
up the Scriptures and to apply them 
to the hearts and consciences of the peo- 
ple.of God. False teachers substitute 
human theories and idle speculations for 
divinely revealed truth, make light of 
the work of the cross and make much 
of creature righteousness, and so lull 
careless people into a feeling of false 
security, while actually leading their 
hearers on to destruction (Matt. 7:15- 
20). 


Applications and Summaries 

Jeremiah warned of the coming cap- 
tivity in Babylon and, though derided 
by many, lived to see his predictions ful- 
filled. 


The false prophets were the so-called 
“optimists” of their day, who denounced 
Jeremiah asa “pessimist” who weakened 
the hands of the defenders of Jerusa- 
lem (Jer. 38:4). 

It is a mistaken kindness to seek to 
make people comfortable in their sins, 
which, if persisted in, can only result 
in their ruin eventually. 

God’s faithful servants are commanded 
to “cry aloud, spare not,” but to show 
the people their true condition in His 
sight. 

Jehoiakim hated Jeremiah because he 
proclaimed the truth and did not palliate 
the message of judgment by prophesying 
smooth things. 

Cuicaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT series of crises marked the fall 
of Judah? 


2. What kings were involved in this 
series of defeats? 


3. Hew many of these kings were sons of 
Josiah? ( 


4. What became of these kings? 


5. Whose sins were brought to mind in the 
G@pwnfall of (a) Israel, and (b) Judah? 


6. What was the political cause of the 
final dissolution of the kingdom of Judah? 


7. What was the real cause, behind the 
rebellion? 

8. Who was the great prophet of Judah's 
last days? 

9. What great character of the Word of 
God is demonstrated in the incident related 
in Jeremiah 36? 


10. Is there a modern version ¥ the pen- 
knife incident? 
(Answers on page 545) 
ve ° 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys end Girls 


ed ak ae was a.fool. That is a 
rough thing to say about a king of 
Judah—Judah the favored tribe of 
God’s Chosen People. Yet it is the most 
charitable comment one can make of a 
king whose reign was just one series of 
idfotic blunders. He had every reason 
to be a good king. His father Josiah 
was one of the best men who ever sat 
upon the royal throne—a courageous, 
God-fearing king, who did a great deal 
to pull his people up from the idolatry 
and vicious practices they had fallen 
into. 
But: Jehoiakim, who began to reign 
when he was twenty-five, totally mis- 
conceived his mission, his responsibility, 
and his privilege, and proceeded to*ex- 
ploit his authority to gratify his own 
vicious desires. He thought it was smart 
to imitate the recklessness and tyranny 
of the surrounding heathen kingdoms, 
gratifying his lusts by oppression. He 
had no better sense than to make war 
against Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby- 
lon, a powerful nation, and at.a time 
when Judah was almost . defenseless 
against the neighboring. Syrians, Moab- 
ites, and Ammonites, with the result that 
he was mercilessly beaten and was car- 
ried captive into his own capital city, 
Jerusalem, bound in chains and led by 
hooks. 

There he was put to death and his 
body dragged outside the city and 
thrown upon the dump where the vul- 
tures devoured his temains. Jeremiah, 
God’s prophet, knowing what would 


-come of him, in his graphic way pic- 


tured Jehoiakim’s end: “But thine ey 

and thine heart are. not but for Ly 
coveteusness, and for to shed innocent 
blood . and for violence, to do it. 
‘Therefore thus saith the Lord concern- 
ing Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king ‘of 
Judab; They. shall not lamén} for him, 
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saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! 
they shalt not lament for him, saying, 
Ah’' Lord! or, Ah his glory! He shall 
be buried with the burial of an ass, 
drawn and cast forth beyond the gates 
of Jerusalem” (Jer. 22:17-19). 

What adife! What a death! What a 
burial for a king — of God’s people! 

But Jehoiakim’s greatest folly, the 


folly which best explains his headlong 


plunge into sin, his miserable failure 
and death, and his ass’s burial, was the 
manner in which he treated God’s Word. 
He scorned it; he cut it in pieces, and 
burned it. No man, even though he be 
a king, can do that and get away with 
it. God’s Word, in this instance, called 
upon Judah and Judah’s king to repent 
and turn from their idolatry, else the 
king of Babylon would come against 
them and destory them “and shall cause 
to cease from thence man and beast. 
.... Therefore thus saith the Lord of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have 
none to sit upon the throne of David: 
and his dead body shall be cast out in 
the -day to the heat, and in the night 
to the frost” (Jer. 36:29, 30). 


Jehoiakim did not like this and he 


’ foolishly thought he could stop the judg- 


ment with his penknife and a blaze. 


God aqave th 
up tin thie lust 
their hearts unto 
uncleanness 


i's { 
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If Jehoiakim, in those days of partial 
ignorance, was a fool for that, what must 
a man in this enlightened age be who 
flouts the Word of God? Or who at- 
tempts to discredit any part of it? Is 
there a word in the language that is 
competent to describe his folly? Twenty- 
six centuries have passed since Je- 
hoiakim whipped out his pocketknife, 
and all through the ages God’s enemies 
‘have tried to destroy His Word. They 
have burned it, they have trod it under 
foot, they have cut it to pieces, but the 
Bible has survived, gloriously survived 


every effort atits physical destructon. Like — 


a great swelling flood its editions have in- 
creased and spread over more and more 
territory. Still more subtle have been 
the intellectual assaults against it, by 
ridicule, by higher criticism, by skepti- 
cism, agnosticism, and atheism. Yet still 
the great swelling tide sweeps on. Trans. 
lations into more than one thousand lan- 
guages have been made. Through all 
printing history it has been the world’s 
bést seller. 

“Thy word is true from the begin- 
ning,” says the Psalmist, “and every one 
of thy righteous judgments endureth for 
ever” (Psa. 119: 160). 

Aveusta, GA, 


‘God qave them 
-— 
up unto 


vile passions” 
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DOWN OF ROMANS ONE 








God aave therm 
, 
up unto a “a 
reprobate tnind 


Ss 





May 31, 1947 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris ° . 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
merciful Father, who in great patience 
and love hast given us guidance and 
warning in Thy Word to keep us from 
making shipwreck of life, help us to 
hide that Word in our hearts that we 
might not sin against Thee. May we 
take warning from the lesson we study 
this day and learn the fear of the Lord 
that is the beginning of wisdom. Blot 
out all our transgressions, Lord, and for 
our Saviour’s sake receive us, forgive 
us, and make our hearts clean, our lives 
pure, and all our ways to please Thee. 
Revive Thy work in every Christian 
heart. Support and use all who tell forth 
Thy truth, and make Thy Gospel to 
show itself more than ever before to 
be the power of God for saving men. 
Be with us through this new week. Guard 
and guide us, and provide for our every 
need, and wherever there is want and 
suffering may Thy messengers of mercy 
be found to relieve “distress and to point 
men to Christ. We ask all in His name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Last Sunday we 
saw the good that follows when God’s 
Word is found and put into practice. 
Today we see the other side of the pic- 
ture — the evil that follows where God’s 


Word is discarded and disregarded.: 


Josiah’s son, Jehoiakim, did not follow 
the godly ways of his father; but God, 
through Jeremiah, warned the new king 
and his people. Jeremiah was told to 
write down God’s Word in the hope 
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that the reading of it would turn the 
king and his subjects to Him. But in- 
stead, Jehoiakim scorned God’s Word, 
actually cutting it in pieces and burn- 
ing it! But the very threats he scorned 
were fulfilled as the hosts of Babylon 
overcanne Judah and brought Jehoiakim 
hirnself to an unhappy end. ‘God’s Word 
is a chart and compass by which alone 
we can steer a safe’ course through this 
world. This man refused the chart and 
compass and wrecked his life and king- 
dom. 

A minister was once asked unexpect- 
edly to conduct a service in a country 
home. He called for a Bible, but none 
could be found. At last, however, they 
found one in, an old sea chest in the 
attic. Strange to say, on the outside of 
the chest were the words, “Not wanted 
on the voyage.” Jehoiakim threw God’s 
Word aside as not wanted on the voy- 
age of life, but he paid dearly for his 
folly. Ana so will anyone who treats 
God’s Word that way. 

Be sure you make your voyage through 
life with God’s Word as your guide 
always. 

Hottysvurn, B. C., Can. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Roth E. Dow . 
Topic and Scripgure: 
Jeremiah, a Messenger of God 
(Jer. 36:1, 2, 27, 28, 32) 
LL cards with names of important 
characters studied this quarter may 
be on display. Ask different pupils to 
select the kings, each child telling one 
fact about his king; and to group the 
cards together. When Josiah is men- 
tioried, questions may be asked to re- 
view the last lesson more thoroughly. 
Then in like manner, call for the 
prophets. 


Today we hear about another prophet. 
This prophet wrote some of our Bible. 
He is the second of the major prophets. 
Yes, Jeremiah. Can you find his writ- 
ings? How many pages-in your Bible? 
(Let pupils subtract the number of the 
first page of Jeremiah from the number 
of the first page of Ezekiel!) Yes, Jere- 
miah wrote Lamentations, too; see the 
title. Would you like to copy all that! 
Jeremiah certainly did not have a type- 
writer to help, but he did not write it 
by hand himself. If you read Jeremiah 
36:1+4, you will find oyt: (1) why Jere- 
miah wrote, (2) how he wrote, (3) what 
kind of book he used. (Assign each 
question to a certain child to find the 
answer.) 


Jeremiah was in hiding. Only a few 
years before, he came near being mur- 
dered when he gave God’s Word directly 
to the people at the Temple (Jer. 26). 
This time Jeremiah did not go himself, 
but sent Baruch to read his message. 
Then things began to happen. Some- 
body told the princes what Baruch had 
read to the people. They sent and got 
Baruch to come and read the roll to 
them. “We’d better tell the king,” said 
one, “You and Jeremiah go hide, and 
don’t let anyone know where you are.” 
So, leaving the roll, Baruch hurried to 
Jeremiah. After the king had heard 
two or three pages of the book, what 
do you think he did! If you don’t know, 
see Jeremiah 36:22, 23. Some of the 
princes pleaded with the king not to 
burn the book, but he would not listen. 

The king could not get rid of God’s 
Word that easily! No, siree—it was 
all written over again, and more added: 
that the king would not have a son to 
follow him on the throne, that his own 
dead body would be thrown outdoors 
and not buried. And these, things hap- 
pened, of course. King Nebuchadnez- 
zar from Babylon (see map) came and 
conquered, .and carried off the king in 
chains as a prisoner to Babylon (2 
Chron. 36:6). How different from Josiah 
when he heard God’s threats of punish- 
ment for sin! 


Jefemiah got into no end of trouble 
being true to God and carrying God’s 
messages to people and kings. Do you 
know how he was put into a muddy 
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dungeon, and later pulled up by a col- 
ored man? (Jer. 38.) How much Jere- 
miah must have loved the Lord to stand 
such treatment and still preach! “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might” (Deut. 6:5, Memory 
Verse). Jeremiah did get very discour- 
aged, and decided one time not to speak 
any more, but “his word was in mine 
heart as a burning fire shut up in my 
bones,” and Jeremiah could not keep 
still long! (Jer. 20:9.) 


Do you love the Lord enough ever to 
be His messenger, and to speak about 
Him to other people? You can tell the 
Sunday school lesson story to somebody. 
Whom can you tell this afternoon? You 
may have learned. some part of the 
Bible from memory, perhaps the First 
Psalm. Why don’t you ask someone who 
is not a Christian to hear you say it? 
If you see a younger child starting to 
do something wrong, you can warn him, 
and try to help him do what is right. 

Orono, MAINE, 

MWe 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jeremiah, a Messenger of God 
(Jer. 36:1, 2, 27, 28, 32) 


« 
E HAVE two men in today’s lesson, 
one a good prophet, and the other, 
a wicked king. One was God’s man, 
the other served Satan. 

God was very angry with the people 
of Judah betause they would not wor- 
ship Him only, but were always run- 
ning after heathen gods and worshiping 
them. Good kings like Hezekiah and 
Josiah would tear down the idols and 
drive out the heathen priests, and the 
people would worship the true God, but 
as soon as a wicked king arose and 
started offering sacrifices to heathen 
gods, the people followed him. God 
had sent prophets to speak to them, to 
warn them, ard to try to turn them to 
God. 


Now God sent Jeremiah, the prophet, 
with a terrible message, to tell them that 
Jerusalem was to be destroyed and all 
those who were not killed would be 
carried away captive to Babylon. This 
was not what any of them: wanted to 
hear, and Jeremiah knew this, but he 
was a faithful prophet, and obeyed God. 
He wrote the words of the Lord on a 
scroll, and sent a man to read it to the 
people, for they were gathered in the 
Lord’s house for a fast day. 

The grandson of one of the scribes 
heard the reading and told the princes 
about it, and they sent for it to be read 


to them. They were frightened, and * 


went and told the king. He commanded 


that the scroll be brought and read to” 


him. When we read what he did; we 
know he was not only a witked king 
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but also a very foolish one. As each 
page was read to him, he took his knife 
and cut it to pieces and threw it into 
the fire which burned in the fireplace. 

How foolish to think he could stop 

,the punishment from coming on Judah 
by burning the scroll! God commanded 
Jeremiah to write another scroll and He 
added more to it, telling what would 
happen to the king. 

King Jehoiakim was as foolish as peo. 
ple are today who refuse to hear or be- 
lieye God’s Word. God is the Ruler, and 
He knows what is going to happen. His 
Word is true. Men refused to believe 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Needed 
A Christian Woman Doctor in India 


Woman's Union Missionary Society of America, 
45 Astor Place, Room 316, New York 3, New 
York, needs a Christian woman doctor desiring 
to serve the Lord in India where she would use 


‘ her profession as a means of winning souls. An 


old established fundamental work having two 
hospitals in the United Provinces at Jhansi and 
Fatehpur. 





CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
1 P. ©, Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 
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that Jesus Christ is God’s Son, but God 
spoke out of Heaven saying Jesus is His 
beloved Son. Men refuse to believe there 
is a hell, but God sgys there is one. 
Refusing to believe does not change 
truth. 

Suppose your mother tells you not to 
touch the hot stove. But you say, “I 
don’t believe the stove is hot, so I’m 
going to touch it.” You know what hap- 
pens— you are burned, 

Jeremiah was a faithful prophet and 
gave the messages God gave him, and 
he suffered for it. He was thrown in 
prison and even into a pit full of mud, 
but he never failed in his duty. 

Everything that God had said would 
happen to the king came to pass just 
as Jeremiah had prophesied. Not one 
word failed. 

Don’t let anybody fool you. Sin is sin, 
and God must punish sin. Except as 
we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
accept Him as our sacrifice for sin, we 
would each have to pay for our own 
sin, bear our own punishment. Thank 
God, He sent a Sin-bearer, if we only 
believe on Him. Here are two men: 
one who loved God, and one who defied 
Him. On whose side are you? God's or 
Satan’s? You must be. on one side or 
the other. Which do you follow, Jere- 
miah or Jehoiakim? 

(Two figures on the sand table will 
helpsyou on this lesson.) 

FELton, CALIF. 

ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


Sear mnt ompltining the qpuaitionp wyans wihice 

ear w 

ustrations are accept may be had from 

the Times for 10 cents. $ is paid for each 
and for the best 


lesson text. 
Present Paper or shortage, readers are asked to 
submi 
four Hitt 


It Must Be True.—Take thee a roll of 
a book, and write therein all the words 
that I have spoken (Jer. 36:2). John 
Wesley, the great founder of Methodism, 
said something about the Bible that is well 
worth remembering. “The Bible must 
be the invention either of good men or 


angels, bad mén or devils, or of God. 


It could not be the invention of good 
men or angels, for they neither would 
nor could make a book and tell lies all 
the time they were writing it, saying, 
‘Thus saith the Lord,’ when it was their 
own invention. It could not be the in- 
vention of bad men or devils, for they 
could not make a book that commands 
all duty, forbids all sin, and condemns 
their own souls to hell for all eternity. 
Therefore, draw the conclusion that the 
Bible must be given by divine inspira- 
tion—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Laconia, 
N. H. 


Driven to Safety.—It may be that the 
house of Judah will hear all the evil 
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which I purpose to do unto them; that 
they may return every man from his 
evil ways (Jer. 36:3). It is said that on 
certain plains in South America herds 
become enfeebléd by the sultry season. 
Then swarms of stinging insects arrive 
and, attacking the cattle, pursue them 
higher and higher to cooler levels of 
health and life. Bleeding, panting, and 


tormented, they have by their very. 


trouble been driven to save their own 
lives. Well, if we cannot stand the “sul- 
try plains” of prosperity, the Lord in 
mercy may send the swarms upon us — 
loss of health, friends, money. Even 
the pointed dagger of bereavement may 
strike a careless soul. But if you can- 
not stand the plains — still God is godd. 
—From the Free Methodist. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


“He’s a Great Forgiver.”-—That I may 
forgive their iniquity and their sin 
(Jer. 36:3). Fleming tells us in a book 
of his that a great culprit had been con- 
demned to be hanged at Ayr. He had 
been a very great offender, but, while 
he lay in prison, God granted him re- 
pentance, and he was heard to say con- 
tinually as they took him to the scaf- 
fold: “Oh! but He’s a great forgiver! 
Oh, but He’s a wonderful forgiver !” 
and I have often felt as if I could stand 
and cry, yea, even dance with delight 
and say it, “Oh! but He’s a great for- 
giver! Oh! but He’s a great forgiver !” 
—From Spurgeon’s Illustrative Anec- 
dotes. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 


_ boro, Kans, 


- Scattered by Burning.—And thou shalt 
say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus 
saith the Lord; Thou hast burned this 
roll (Jer. 36:29). During the German 
Reformation the church authorities at 
Thorn made a great bonfire, in the mar- 
ket place, of Luther’s recently published 
translation of the Bible. To prevent 
the citizens from reading the pernicious 
book, every copy of it in the city had 
been searched out for destruction. When 
the conflagration was well under way 
a sudden terrific wind storm swept the 
market place, scattering the half con- 
sumed Bible pages all over the city. 
These were rvicked up and by nightfall 
larger or smaller bits of the Word of 
God were being. read in hundreds of 
Thorn homes that otherwise would never 
have had access to that Word in their 
vernacular. Was it a miracle? It has 
seemed to me a dramatic illustration of 
what God is always doing with efforts 
to suppress the Gospel of His Son.— 
From Baptist Quarterly. Sent by Mrs. 
S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


His Last Chance.—The Lord would not 
pardon (2 Kings 24:4). One of my 
friends took a seat in a railroad train 
next to a man, and in his conversation 
learned that he had just become a Chris- 
tian. He said that it was through a let- 
ter written him by his mother. My 
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friend asked to see the letter which 
would mean the conversion of a man, 
and he answered, “It is not so much in 
what she says, but it is the way she 
signs her name. You can see that her 
hand has trembled, and when I read it 
I said, ‘If she dies no one else will ever 
ask me to be a Christian again.’” This 
is true of the Holy Ghost; if we sin 
against Him there is no hope for us. 
To, say no once again may be to reject 
Him forever.—From Watchword and 
Truth. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Laconia, N, H. 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ere on page 541) 

1. (a) Judah becomes a puppet kingdom 
under Egypt (2 Kings 23:33, 34); (b) comes 
under tribute to Nebuchadnezzar (24:1); 
(c) the first stage of the captivity (24:10- 
16);. (d) siege and fall of Jerusalem (25: 
1-7); (e) destruction of city and deporta- 
tion of population (25:8-11). 

2. Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim (Eliakim), Jehoia- 
chin, Zedekiah (Mattaniah). 

3. Three — all except Jehoiachin. 

4. Jehoahaz was taken captive to Egypt 
(23:33); Jehoiakim was bound, but released, 
and died in Jerusalem (2 Chron. 36:6; 2 
Kings 24:6); Jehoiachin was taken prisoner 
to Babylon, but later elevated to honor (24: 
15; 25:27-30); Zedekiah was blinded and 
taken to Babylon (25:7). 

5. (a) Jeroboam (2 Kings 17:21-23); (b) 
Manasseh (24:3, 4). 

6. Rebellion (24:20b). 

1. God’s judgment on a stubborn people 
(24:20a). 

8. Jeremiah. 

9. Its imperishable character. (See Mark 
13:31.) 

10. Modern destructive criticism attempts 
to dismember the Scriptures and to destroy 
their authority. 


Wueaton, ILu. 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John Ww. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 15 


3. Habits That Endanger My Future 
(Prov. 6:6-11; 23:29-35) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE first two topics under a general 

heading of “Dangerous Habits” have 
brought us something of the evils of al- 
cohol and tobacco. This third in the 
series points to some other evils against 
which young people especially need to 
be on guard. 

We have all seen trees which, while 
they were young and suppie, were for 
one reason or another bent out of shape 
or away from the perpendicular. There 
was a time when such abnormality could 
have been avoided or corrected, but by 
the time maturity was reached nothing 
could be done about it without destroy- 
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ing the tree. Youth is a time when it 
is comparatively easy to train character 
into healthy moral and spiritual growth. 
It is the habit-forming time, particularly» 
of mental development, and it is gen- 
erally recognized that all maturity can 
do is to build upon the habits of think- 
ing and study and memorizing formed in 
youth, 
be 


Our daily readings for the week sug- 
gest what are some of these harmful 
habits that young folks need to watch: 

Idle talk, which the Lord Jesus men- 
tions in Matthew 12:36, is not necessarily 
mere jesting. He had just been speak- 
ing to His disciples about the Pharisees 
who had attributed His works to Satan. 
He reminded His disciples that His works 
were done by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and that in attributing this power 


‘to Satan, the Pharisees were in danger 


of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 


we 

The warning against lying was given 
to believers (Eph. 4:25). Lying is one 
of the outstanding characteristics of 
heathen people. Sad to say, however, 
in civilized lands, and sometimes even 
among Christians, lying is a besetting 
sin. There are some Christians ‘who will 
even tell us that it is sometimes neces- 
sary to lie. But there is nothing in 
God’s Word to justify this: Wherever 
we find lying mentioned in the Bible 
it is condemned, and often it is listed 
with other sins that we quickly recog- 
nize as serious. There is no such thing 
aS a “white” lie. God tells us that in 
the Holy City. in the company of the 
redeemed, there will be none who 
“maketh a lie” (Rev. 21:27). 


we 
Impatience, or temper, is another evil 
that is often excused or condoned. Did 
you ever hear anyone excuse temper 
on the ground that he or she had in- 
herited it from a parent? In 1 Corin- 
thians 13:4-6, we find that patience is. 
the fruit of love, which is itself the 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). God can 
undertake for us in this matter of impa- 
tience, or temper, if we will let Him 
do so, and if we will stop trying to 

justify or excuse it. 


% 
Slothfulness is another habit that may 


creep upon us almost without our be- , 


ing aware of it. It is so easy to post- 
pone until tomorrow the work or study 
that is before us today. Good times 
have a great appeal to young people, 
and they have their rightful place. But 
one of the dangers young people face 
is lack of control. Because a thing is 
enjoyable they are likely to want to en- 
joy it all the time, to the neglect of 
duties, or studies, or work. God’s Word 
teaches us that the Christian will be 
temperate in all things. Let us ask 
our Heavenly Father to teach us the 


(Continued on page 551) 
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Houston Mission 
Houston, Kentucky 


A fundamental, evangelical, Pres- 
an Mission dedicated to the 
work of leading underprivileged 
children to the Lord. 
To share in the blessings which 
come from it, write to: 
Board of Home Missions of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church. 
“Heirs of the Covenanters” 
Darlington, Beaver County, Pa. 














Needed 
A Woman Missionary Teacher for India 


to go out under the Woman's Union Missionary 
Society of America, 45 Astor Place, Room 316, 
New York 3, N. Y.. One qualified to supervise 
education in a Junior High ‘Mission School, and 
desirous of making the Gospel known in conjunc- 
tion with educational work. 








a2 ise tats 
sm a ripture distribution 
cappatellibe tcesiill elledings. 


Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 





Teach Through the Eye 
with our 


All-Visual Vacation Bible School 
Courses for all ages. Free price list. 
Kit of samples $1 
Christian Education Co., Box 31-S, Highland, I. 








Opening JUNE 21st 
for 12 Weeks 


WORD OF LIFE CAMP 


WORD OF LIFE ISLAND 


SCHROON LAKE, N. Y. 
in the heart of the Adirondacks 


Personally directed by 
JACK WYRTZEN 


WRITE FOR FOLDER 
Box 511, New York &, WN. Y. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 11. JUNE 15. JESUS RISEN, THE GREATEST FACT IN HISTORY 
Mark 16:1-13 (Supplementary Reading: Matt. 27:51t0 28:15, Luke 23:55 to 24:12, John 20:1-18, Psa. 118:14-24) 
Golden Text.—But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firsthuits of them that slept—1 Cor. 15:20 


Kine James Version 
Mark 16:1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet 
spices, that they might eome and anoint him. 
2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week, 


p they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 


3 And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the sepulchre? 

4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled 
away: for it was very great. 

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and 
they were affrighted. 

6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: 
behold the place where they laid him. 

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth 
before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto 
you. 


8 And they went out quickly, and fied from the sepulchre; for 
they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing 
to any man; for they were afraid. 

9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast 
seven devils. 

10-And she went and told them that had been with him, as 
they mourned and wept. 

11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had 
been seen of her, believed not. 

12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, 
as they walked, and went into the country. 


13 And they went and told it unto the wanes: neither believed 
they them. 
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The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


N OUR last lesson, we left the Lotd 
I Jesus hanging lifeless upon the 

cross; but chapter 15:42-47 gives us 
Mark’s inspired account of the burial. 

Wicked hands never touched the Lord 
Jesus again. Only the loving hands of 
His deveted disciples ministered to Him 
after His death. 

The Jews assigned Him a grave with 
wicked men, but Jehovah had other 
thoughts — He was to be “with the rich 
in his death”—so, at the proper mo- 
ment Joseph of Arimathza, a rich man 
(Matt. 27:57), “an honourable counsel- 
lor” (Mark 15:43), and a*secret disciple 
of Jesus (John 19:38) went boldly to 
Pilate (the cross transfigured a coward 
into a hero) and craved the body of 
Jesus. 

After having the Saviour’s death con- 
firmed by the centurion, Pilate gave 
Joseph the body; and Joseph, assisted 
by Nicodemus (John 19:39), wound the 
body im fine linen, anointed it with 
spices and placed it in Joseph’s new 
tomb, and rolled a great rock unto the 
opening: of the sepulcher. The stone 
was sealed and.a Roman guard placed 
on duty. 

It looked as though Satan, using hu- 
man instrumentality, had scored _his 
greatest: victory; for what could. look 
more hopeless than a corpse wound air- 
tight-in linen and weighted down with 
spices, in a closed, sealed, and guarded 
tombd 

But just the moment the’ three days 
and nights were past, the Lord Jesus 
Christ» arose “with a mighty triumph 
o’er His foes” and showed Himself alive 
to witnesses “chosen before of God... 
whp:did-eat and drink with him after 
he gesexfrom the dead” (Acts 10:41), 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 540. 




















The Lesson in Detail 

Mark 16:1—‘“‘And when the sabbath 
was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, had 
bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him.” These women 
manifested interest, love, and courage, 


‘but not intelligence as to His resurrec- 


tion. The Lord had distinctly informed 
His disciples, not only of the fact of His 
resurrection, but also the time of it. At 
the very time they should have expected 
His resurrection, their thoughts were 
occupied about embalming a dead Christ. 


Verse 2.—“And very early in the morn- 
ing the first day of the week, they came 
unto the sépulchre at the rising of the 
sun.” When the general public received 
the startling news of the dropping of 
the first atomic bomb, they said, “That 
ends an age and marks the beginning 
of a new one—the age of atomic 
power !” 

“Very early in the morning the first 
day of the week,” the Sabbath was 
“past,” and so was that dispensation ! 
The “rising of the sun” that memorable 
day ‘was more than a literal or physical 
fact — it was symbolic! It cast its beams 
into the open sepulcher and enabled 
spectators to see evidences of the rising 
of the S-O-N! Believers are now on 
redemption and resurrection ground! 
“Jesus, and the resurrection,” became 
the theme of apostelie. preaching (Acts 


" 17:18). 


Verse 3.—“And they said among them- 


. selves, Who shall roll us away the stone 
; +. from the door of the sepulchre?” Two 


of these women had watched both the 
crucifixion (Mark 15:40) and the burial 
(Mark 15:47). They had seen the large 
stone rolled to the mouth of the sepul- 
cher, but evidently did not know of the 
delegation that secured permission from 
Pilate to seal the stone and guard the 
tomb (Matt. 27:62-66). The only hin- 
drance they thought of was the stone 
itself. Although they discussed it, they 
did not allow that difficulty to stop 
them. 


Verse 4.—“And when they looked, they 
saw that the stone was rolled away: for 
it was very great.” All their anxiety 
was useless, as is the anxiety of every 
believer today. Philippians 4:6 says, 
“Be careful for nothing,” or, in other 
words, “In nothing be over-anxious.” 
(See Exod. 14:13.) 


Mark assures us that the stone was 


‘very great, hence there was nothing that 


these women could do about its removal. 
Looking up on the slope which appeared 
on one side of the entrance to the tomb, 
they saw the massive stone. Matthew 
tells us what happened (Matt. 28:2). 
It was a very simple matter for that 
angel to take the stone out of its groove, 
roll: it back up that slope, and let it 
fall so that he could sit upon it. We 
would reverently say that he sat there 
in contempt of all the efforts of priests, 
Pilate, and soldiers to keep the Lord of 
life within the tomb. 7 

Verse 5.—“And entering into the sep- 
ulchre, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, clothed in a long white 
garment; and they were affrighted.” 
Bent upon their errand of using their 
spices on the body of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, they entered the tomb. This 
young man was doubtless the same angel 
who a little while before appeared to 
the guard. To them his appearance was 
like lightning, and his clothing white 
as snow, and for fear of him the guards 
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shook and trembled. He was one thing 
to the Lord’s enemies, another to the 
Lord’s disciples. 


Verse 6.—“And he saith unto them, Be 
not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Naz- 
areth, which was crucified: he is risen; 
he is not here: béhold the place where 
they laid him.” How concisely that an- 
gel summed up the good news concern- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ! He was 
crucified, He is risen, He is not here! 
Anyone seeking Him today should be 
given the same message. He should be 
reminded first of His crucifixion which 
revealed His great love in giving Him- 
self a sacrifice for us. Then he should 
be told, “He is risen!” His resurrection 
reveals His triumph over sin, Satan, 
death, and hell. “He is not here!” He 
is the glorified Man at the right hahd 
of the Majesty in the Heavens. Behold 
the place where they laid Him — empty ! 
“Death cannot keep his prey. ... He 
tore the bars away — Jesus, my Lord!” 


Verse 7.—“But go your way, tell his 
disciples . . .” Definite and practical 
action must take the place of vague 
astonishment. There is a wonderful mes- 
sage to be given to His disciples. “And 
Peter”—he is the only one specially 
named of the apostles by the angel. 
What a reassuring message this would 
be to Peter! For he might have thought 
that the Lord would have nothing more 
to do with him after his denial of Him. 
“He goeth before you into Galilee.” 
Naturally one would have thought that 
Jerusalem would have been the meeting 
place. Jerusalem was the official cen- 
ter, so to speak, of thé Jews’ religion. 
But no, it is Galilee that is mentioned. 
They had habitually accompanied Him 
in Galilee before His crucifixion. Gali- 
lee is to have the honor of being the 
place where He would specially meet 
with them. 


Verse 8.—“And they went out quickly, 
and fled from the sepulchre; for they 
trembled and were amazed: neither said 
they. any thing to any man; for they 
were afraid.” Some have wondered why 
the Lord has not entrusted all Gospél 
preaching to angels. This incident may 
be an answer to that question. After 
seeing that beautiful being, and listen- 
ing to his glorious message, the women 
were amazed, and trembled. They left 
the sepulcher in haste, and fled. They 
were so astonished they said nothing. 
But after they had come in contact with 
the risen Lord themselves, they were 
filled with joy and could speak freely. 


Verse 9=—“Now when Jesus was risen 
early the first day of the week, he ap- 
peared first to Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom he had cast seven devils.” Seven 
in Scripture is the number of complete- 
ness. Hence, the fact that Mary was 
possessed with seven demons would sug. 
gest that she had been taken captive 
by the complete power of Satan. But 
the Lord Jesus cast out the demons, and 
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Last Week's Lesson 
10. June 8.—The Crucifixion of the Son 


of God ........... agiteshs Mark 15:21-39 


Next Week's Lesson 


12. June 22.—Glad Tidings for the 
MOEEE, 0c Save uctoced os tutes Mark 16:14-20 








He became the object of her heart. Evi- 
dently she felt His loss and absence more 
keenly than any of the disciples at this 
time; thus her love had first claim upon 
His attention. 


Verses 10, 11—“‘And she went and told 
them ...” In John 20:17 we are given 
the message which Mary was to convey 
to the apostles. “Go to my brethren, and 
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, 
and your Father; and to my God, and your 
God.” For the first time this more excel- 
lent relationship is revealed. For the dis- 
ciples are here called the brethren of 
Christ for the first time. Brethren of 
the risen Lord! (See Heb, 2:11.) 


Verse 12.—“After that he appeared in 
another form unto two of them, as they 
walked, and went into the country.” 
Luke goes into detail about this incident 
(Luke 24: 13-35). - 


Verse -13.—“And they went and told it 
unto the residue: neither believed they 
them.” Luke informs us that as these 
two spake to the Eleven, Jesus Himself 
stood in the midst of them and said 
unto them, “Peace be unto you.” At first 
they were terrified and frightened, and 
supposed they had seen a spirit, but He 
bade them behold His hands and His 
feet, even to “handle me and see.” And 


_He said unto them, “Thus it is written, 


and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day: 
and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusa- 
lem.”. And He added, “Ye are witnesses 
of these things.” 


Outline of the Lesson 


The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
greatest fact in history because: 
(1) It manifests the Lord’s triumph over 
death and hell (Rev. 1:18). 
(2) By it He annulled Satan’s power 
(Heb. 2:14, 15). 
(3) By it He became the first fruits of 
them ‘that slept (1 Cor. 15:20). 
(4) It is the assurance that all who 
fall asleep in Jesus shall be raised 
(1 Cor. 15:22b). 
(5) It is God’s assurance of His satisfae- 
tion with the life and death of 
His Son (Acts 17:31). 
(6) It is the fulfillment of His Word 
(Matt. 27:63). 
(7) It prevents faith and preaching from 
being vain or empty (1 Cor. 15:14). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


w 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Marian Bishop Bower 
HAT is the probable order of events 
on the morning of the Resurrection? 


2. How did the anointing that the 
women planned to do differ from embalm- 
ing? 


3. Three women are mentioned as having 
bought sweet spices. Where do we find a 
record that these women had beey together 
before? 


4. Why was the tomb opened by an angel 
though the Lord had already left it? 


5. What did the saints who arose at the 
time of Christ’s resurrection typify? 


6. There is “sublime irony” when we con- 
trast the elaborate preparation made by man 
to destroy the body of the Son of God and 
the ease with which the divine hand swept 
all these preparations aside. What Scrip- 
ture does this bring to mind? (Edersheim, 
Vol. II.) 


7. What is the probable order of the Lord’s 
appearances to others between His resur- 
rection and His ascension? 


8. Luke 24:13 tells us that Emmaus was 
“about threescore furlongs.” How great & 
distance is that? 


(Answers on page 550) 
si 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“WALK IN NEWNEssS oF LIFE” 
OW do you suppose Mary Magda- 
lene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome looked as they trudged to 
the tomb on that first Easter morning? 
How ‘did they look after they had heard 
about the risen Lord? (Matt. 28:8-10.) 
Because He was alive, they, too,“walked 
along in “newness of life.” 

During one of Billy Sunday’s city-wide 
revivals that I attended when I was a 
girl, someone -was heard to remark as 
the crowds were passing up the “sawdust 
trail” in response to the invitation, “Most 
of them don’t look any different when 
they come back than when they go up.” 
How could they? Many went forward 
merely to shake hands with a man. Only 
those who went to acknowledge the 
presence of a living Christ could have 
a Christian radiance. The glow was 
kindled by the Source of light and life. 

As we discussed the need for changed 
outlooks and outlets as well as for ver- 
bal assent to the Gospel story, a friend 
concluded, “There is a great deal con- 
nected with believing in Christ!” In- 
deed there is. Too often when we are 
dealing with folks regarding their rela- 
tionship with Christ, we leave them at 


‘the crucial moment when they are will- 


ing to say they believe in Jesus, but 
they have not been assured in their 
hearts that He is to them “both Lord 
and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 

Three women on their way to the 
tomb were sorrowing for a dead Friend, 
worrying about an immovable stone at 
the door, and frightened at the sight of 
a strange “young man... in along 


‘white garment.” Yet in reality the stone 
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had been rolled away and God had sent 
His angel not to harm, but to comfort 
and encourage. 

Why did the Lord Jesus appear in 
person to His friends before He went 
back to the Heavenly Father? These 
disappointed people needed concrete 
evidence that He was alive and His 
Spirit would be with them’ forever. They 
needed to know that the Man of Gali- 
lee was their ever-living,; coming King. 
After they had seen the risen Lord, His 
disciples were never the same mediocre 
followers that they had been beforé. 
His “newness of life” flooded their be- 
ings (Heb. 7:24, 25). 

Can you truly say: “Christ ... is our 
life”? (Col. 3:4.) .Are you sure He is 
your life? Where does Christ live? 
“Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). What 
is your life’s goal? “To me to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). What did He prom- 
ise you? “Because I live, ye shall live 
also” (John 14:19). What is our daily 
privilege as Christians? “Like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of tke Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 
6: 4). 

ALpPauc#H, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


HREE weeks ago I told you about a 
trial I attended. There were several 
witnesses at that trial. Each witness 
was told, to tell only what he had seen 
and heard. They were not to tell what 
they supposed, but only what they knew. 
What do you think would have hap- 
pened .if one of the witnesses had said, 
“I was asleep, your Honor, at the time 
this occurred”? I know what would have 
happened. The judge would have said, 
“The witness is dismissed.” The court 
would not have listened & minute. to 
what the witness supposed had happened 
when he was asleep. But today we have 
a case where every witness claimed he 

was asleep. 

Tue LEsson 


The death and resurrection of Christ 
are the greatest events that ever -hap- 
pened. .The fact that Jesus rose from 
the dead: has been proved. There is 
more proof that the Lord Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead than that Columbus 
discovered America., Let us study one 
proof. 

On that first Easter morning .the grave 
in which Christ had been buried was 
empty. He had been buried in a costly 
tomb carved out of the hillside. A great 
stone had been rolled up against the 
entrance of the tomb. It was so big the 
friends of Jesus knew they could not 
move it when they wanted to get in 
(Mark 16:3). Besides this great rock 


in the way,, there were soldiers . 
\ siding he wrote * The enemies of 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Christ knew that He had said He would 
tise again, and they did not want Him 
to. But not all the soldiers in the world 
could have kept Christ in the grave! 
We are going to see how the enemies 
of Christ tried to. explain the empty 
grave. Then we will read the true story 
from the Bible. 

After Jesus had risen, His enemies 
paid the soldiers who watched His 
grave to tell a lie. Find it in Matthew 
28:12, 13.. They were paid to say that 
they were asleep. (If'a Roman soldier 
slept when he was on guard, he was 
likely to be executed.) Listen to the 
soldier’s story and see if you could be- 
lieve it. 

“Every one of us went sound asleep. 
We were paid to guard the grave, and 
we knew that if the body of Jesus dis- 
appeared we would most likely be put 
to death. But we slept peacefully just 
the same. Christ’s disciples brought 
levers and tools and worked a long time 
trying to move the stone, but the noise 
did not bother us. After they got the 
stone out of the way, they went into the 
tomb to get the body of Jesus. But they 
did not hurry away for fear we would 
wake up. Oh, no! They took the grave 
clothes carefully off the body of Jesus 
and put them back in the grave just as 
they had been when they were wrapped 
around Him. But none of us noticed 
anything happening, we were too busy 
sleeping. At last they managed to get 
the body of Christ out of the grave. 
Then they disappeared with it, so we 
have no idea where to look for it. You 
ask how we know all this if we were 
asleep?’ Please do not ask questions.” 
How does that story sound to you? 

It sounds like a lie, and it was a lie. 
If they had been asleep they would not 
have known what had happened. But 
they were not asleep. Read Matthew 28: 
2-4. They felt the earthquake. They 
saw the angel descend from heaven and 
roll back the stone, and they were fright- 
ened almost to death. 

Now let us also read the true story 
of the Resurrection from our lesson here 
in Mark. 

CoNCLUSION 

I know the Lord Jesus is living today. 
I know it because His resurrection has 
been proved. And I know it, too, be- 
cause I know Him. Do you? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
‘The First Easter (Mark 16:1-13) , 


E’VE been having such sad les- 
sons, but today’s story is a happy 
one.. Let us begin by telling about a 
little boy, He was a Sunday, school boy, 
too. One day he was walking along a 
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city street and saw a man looking at a 
picture in a store window. The picture 
showed Jesus on the cross. 

“Hey, mister,” said the boy, “do you 
know why Jesus let Himself hang on a 
cross?” 

“Why was it?” asked the man. 

“He did it to forgive our sins,” an- 
swered the boy. 

The man walked on. After a bit the 
boy came running after him. “Hey, mis- 
ter,” he called breathlessly, “that wasn’t 
all of it—- He didn’t stay dead — He came 
alive again !” 

And what do we call the Sunday on 
which He came alive, Helen? 

Now let’s shut our eyes and have a 
word picture. 

It°is very early in the morning. The 
air is cool and fresh and the birds are 
singing joyfully, as-if they knew a won- 
derful secret. The sky is glowing red 
on one side and on the other, side a 
star falls toward the earth. 

Now: the star comes closer. Why, it 
isn’t a star—it’s a shining angel! The 
angel goes into the garden where Jesus 
was buried in a cave. 

The birds stop singing a moment, and 
even the lilies hold their sweet breath. 
Everything is waiting — waiting — 

Now there is a stir inside the cave. 
The Lord Jesus comes forth from the 
cave. He is standing—is walking! He 
comes out with a strong step and a glad 
smile on His face. That was the first 
Easter. 

You may open your eyes now, ond 
we'll go on with the story. 

A great stone stood at the cave Pa see 
As the angel touched the stone, it rolled 
to one side. > 

That same morning some women who 
loved the Lord Jesus were coming to 
the garden to see His body. They wanted 
to put more perfumes on it. 

When they came near, they saw the 
shining angel on the great stone. “Jesus 
isn’t here,” said the angel smiling. 
“Come and look inside.” 

Then the angel said words like our 
Memory Verse. Let us learn that" now. 

(1 Cor. 15:20, first clause.) 

e€ women were frightened, but 
happy, and they turned and ran to tell 
the disciples. On the way the Lord 
Jesus met them, and later in the day 
they went to a meeting and Jesus came, 
too. So they all knew that Jesus really 
was alive. 

Jean, will you look in the Treasure 
Chest for little cards with a poem on? 
We will each take one and read together. 
Ready? 

Oh, Easter is a happy time, 
And I am glad today 


That Jesus died upon the cross 
To take my sins away. 


Oh, Easter is a happy time, 
And I am glad today 
That Jesus rose again and lives 
To keep my sins away. 
Why was it He rose, Joe? There 
was another reason, too. It was so we 
could know we also shall ‘rise some day. 








Lesson Yor Yune T5 


If the Lord Jesus Christ doesn’t come 
back before we die, our bodies will be 
put into the ground. But if we are 
saved, our souls will be in Heaven with 
the Lord. 


Then when Jesus does come, our souls 
will be joined with our bodies and they 
will rise right up out of their graves. 

Ronny, find the bulbs in the Treasure 
Chest, and Joan may pass these paper 
pots. Dick, please take this box of dirt 
and scoop some into each pot. Are these 
bulbs pretty? No, they are homely, dead- 
looking things. We'll plant and water 
them and see what they are like next 
Sunday. 


Every dead body is homely and soon 
rots away. It is laid in the ground like 
a bulb. But it will rise up some day 
like a bulb comes up. And like Jesus 
rose. 


FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


Lesfiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
and laining the go oy A wu which 


tustrations are accepted ma d from 
the Times for 10 cents. 4 haia for each 
Tiustration accepted, and > for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 


months = advance of the lesson, and should 

not be clip from ostee “Tilustration Round 

Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 

on the —, lesson text. Because of ‘« - 

peonene paper shortage, readers are asked to 

imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Difficulties Rolled Away.—Who shall 
roll us away the stone ...? (Mark 16: 
3). They were doing what we are all 
so apt to do, they were going out to 
meet trouble before trouble met them. 
There was a difficulty ahead; how was 
it to be overcome? They felt that they 
were unable to roll away the stone; they 
knew of no one who could be asked to 
remove it; whatever were they to do? 
And so they went on worrying as they 
walked; awd all the time the stone was 
already rolled away. God had sent His 
ange) and the obstacle was gone ere they 
arrived. How often we fall into the 
same error. Our brows are wrinkled 
and our hair grows gray, not with the 
troubles we endure, but with those which 
we are going to endure, and do not. It 
‘is not the things which really happen, 
but the things which do not happen 
(though we have expected them to do 
so) that form the chief burden of our 
lives. If we could only learn, as we 
ought, to live a moment at a time; to 
deal with the present and to leave the 
future; to rely upon the love and faith- 
fulness of our Father; how much hap- 
pier we should be. “Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof,” is the divine 
declaration; “Surely I will be with thee,” 
is the divine promise. We should never 
forget that the eye of infinite love is 
looking forward, and that the hand of 
infinite power is able to deal with the 
difficulties, to roll away the stone, to 
make the “crooked . . . straight, and the 
rough places plain.” Let us be like 
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little children, placing our hand in that 
of our Father and walking with Him in 
perfect confidence, and in perfect fear- 
lessness as to all that is to come.—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


Not Like Other Tombs.—He is risen; 
he is not here (Mark 16:6). When we 
wander through a churchyard and look 
at the tombstones, or go into the church 
and examine the old monuments, we see 
one heading to them all: “Here lies—” 
Then follows the name with the date of 
death, and perhaps some praise of good 
qualities of the departed. But how dif- 
ferent is the epitaph on the tomb of 
Jesus Christ! It is not written in gold 
nor cut in stone; it is spoken by the 
mouth of an angel, and is the exact re- 
verse of what is on all other tombs: 
“He is not here.”—From the Christian 
Herald (London). Sent by E. M, James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Not the Place To Stop.—He is risen; 
he is not here (Mark 16:6). 
Some of us stay at the cross, 
Some of us wait at the tomb, 
Quickened and raised together with Christ, 
Yet lingering still in its gloom. 


If the Christ who died had stopped at the 
cross, ‘ 
His work had been incomplete; 
If the Christ who was buried had stayed 
in the tomb, 
He had only known defeat; 
But the Way of the Cross never stops at 
the cross 
And the Way of the Tomb leads on, 
To victorious grace in the heavenly place, 
Where the risen Lord has gone. 
—From Annie Johnson Flint. 
E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


By Our Own Name.—He appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, out_of whom 
he had cast seven devils (Mark 16:9b). 
One of the lovely incidents of that early 
morning on the first day of the week 
when Christ arose from the dead was 
His meeting with Mary Magdalene. He 
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had already risen, but she stood weep- 
ing near the empty tomb, and did not 
even* recognize Him the first time He 
spoke to her. But when she heard her 
own name, spoken by that same won- 
derful voice which had commanded the 
seven devils to come out of her, then 
the curtain between faith and sight fell 
away. and she knew Him as her risen 
Lord and Saviour. Surely the same in- 
expressible joy awaits all those who, 
knowing themselves to be sinners, have 
placed their whole trust in Him as the 
one who died for them on the cross, 
rose again from the dead, and is now in 
Heaven interceding for them, Whether. 
we must go down into death, or remain 
until He comes again, we may look for- 
ward to that glorious day when “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
cleuds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord,” and 
we shall hear Him call.us by our own 
names. He is the Good Shepherd, “and 
he calleth his own sheep by name.”— 
From:The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 
Picturing a Glorious Day—Now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept (1 Cor. 
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15:20, Golden Text). An army chaplain 
tells of having bivouacked with his bri- 
gade upon an open field, each soldier 
wrapped in his blanket, but with noth- 
ing over him but the cold, cloudy sky. 
On arising next morning all over that 
field were little mounds like néw-made 
graves, each covered with a drapery of 
snow, which had fallen two or three 
inches deer during the night, and cov- 
ered every sleeping soldier, as if in the 
winding sheet of death. While he was 
gazing upon the strange spectacle, here 
and there a man began to stir, rise, shake 
himself, and stand forth in momentary 
amazement at the sight. It was a symbol 
of the Resurrection, and failed not to 
make its impression upon the beholder. 
—Frone The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
. (The questions are on page 547) 


1. (a) The buying and preparing of the 
spices by the women; (b) the Resurrection 
itself; (c) the rolling away of the stone; 
(d) the arising of the saints; (e) the visits 
to the empty tomb; (f) the appearances of 
the Lord, first to Mary Magdalene and then 
to the other women. 


2. Embalming, when it was practiced, was 
done by physicians. , The anointing was 
simply a loving service performed by friends 
of the dead. 


_3. They are the three women who stood 
together to look upon Him as He hung upon 
the cross (Mark 15:40). 


4. (a) The soldiers would have allowed no 
man to open it; (b) proof had to be shown 
that though Jesus was not in the tomb, He 
had left His grave clothes there and had 
left the tomb. by supernatural power; (c) 
God’s testimony to the rulers of Israel must 
be complete—the soldiers’ report com- 
pleted this testimony. 


5. In Leviticus 23:9-14 we read of the 
wheat-sheaf which is the type of the resur- 
rection of Christ, the first fruits (1 Cor. 15: 
20). The others of the sheaf who rose with 
Him were types and proofs of the great 
harvest to come when all the saints, 
whether alive or dead, will be caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:13- 
18). ' 


6. “He that sitteth in the Heavens shall 
laugh” at them (Psa. 2:4). 


7. (a) To Mary Magdalene; (b) to other 
women at the sepulcher; (c) to Simon 
Peter; (d) to the two disciples on the way 
to Emmaus; (e) to the Eleven, excepting 
(f) to the Eleven, including 
Thomas; (g) to the seven disciples by the 
Sea of Galilee; (h) to the five hundred 
brethren at once; (i) to James; (j) to the 
apostles at Jerusalem and near Bethany at 
the Ascension. ‘ 


8. It is about seven and one-half miles. 
West Co.Liincswoop, N. J. 
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however, it includes all the desires of 
the fleshly nature, or the “old man.” It 
includes the grosser sins, but many 
things which Christians do not consider 
particularly objectionable also come un- 
der this heading. For example, desire 
for popularity or for power, selfish am- 
bition, or the desire for wealth, and the 
like, are all a part of what the Bible 
calls “lust.” Let us mot misunderstand. 
There is a place in the life of a Christian 
for ambition. Some Christians can, in- 
deed, be entrusted with money. But God's 
Word warns against seeking these things 
for themselves rather than desiring them 
to be used for His honor and glory.’ We 
are in danger when we allow ambition, 
or the desire for popularity,.or the de- 
sire for wealth to shut out from our 
hearts God’s plan for our lives, and His 
rightful claim upon all that we are and 


have. 
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2 Peter 2:9, 10, may be more clearly de- 
fined as self-will or lawlessness. Is it 
possible that Christians will need to be 
warned against forming such a habit? 
Such a warning was needful in the time 
in which Peter wrote, and it is certainly 
needful today. Have you ever known 
Christian young people who think they 
are a law unto themselves, who “despise 
government” every time they break a 
traffic law or disobey any other laws 


did that which was evil in the sight 
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approval, and who do not hesitate 
“to speak evil of dignities,” of those 
who are their rightful superiors in the 
church, or in business, or at school? 


God’s Word warns us that such habits 
are dangerous. 
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The final warning in our topic is 
against lust (Titus 2:12). This is an un- 
pleasant word today, and is usually as- 
seciated with immorality.. In the Bible, 
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Tues.—Jeremiah 6:1-10, 17-19. . 
Wrengdoing Brings Doom, 
Prayer , Succestions: “Be thou in- 
structed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul de- 
part from thee; lest I make thee deso- 
late.” God's call to all who go on in 
iniquity is, “Stand in awe, and sin not” 
(Psa. 4:4). Continuance in sin means 
trouble. “The way of transgressors 
is hard” (Prov. 13:15). Sin and sorrow 
are inseparable. Snares, pits, dark 
mountains, deep waters, and woe are the 
miseries of the evildoer in this life; but 
woes in the life to come are infinitely 
worse. Hear the solemn words of Christ, 
“These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment” (Matt. 25:46). Pray for 
courage and love enough to warn sinners 
of the woes to come. 
Wed.—Jeremiah 36:1-8, 
Jeremiah Writes a Roll, 
PRAYER Succestions: “Take thee a roll 
of a book, and write therein all the words 
that I have spoken unto thee.” Here is 
an example of Biblical inspiration. Jere- 
miah wrote ig a book all the words 
the Lord had spoken to him. Wicked 
Zedekiah burned the first roll, but Jere- 
miah wrote the same words in another 
book. What was written was the Word 
of God. God who gave that divine truth 
to Jeremiah watched over it, and made 
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it to prospers (Daniel was moved. to 
do the will of God by the Books of 
Jeremiah.) A preacher’s authority over 
souls is only in so far as he preaches 
the very Word of God. Only the Word 
of God can produce and strengthen faith. 
Pray for a new appreciation of the in- 
spired Word of God. 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 36: 16-25, 
Jeremiah’s Roll Destroyed. 
Prayer Succestions: “The king sat in 
the winterhouse .. . and there was a fire 
on the hearth burning before him... . 
He cut it with the penknife, and cast it 
into the fire ... until all the roll was 
consumed in the fire.” God’s Word was 
a little thing to him. Its warnings and 
exhortations were as idle tales to his ears. 
The Word he refused was the very thing 
he needed for his own salvation ahd that 
of the nation. Our attitude toward the 
Word of God determines our future weal 
or woe. Pray for your pastor, 


Fri.—Jeremiah 36:27-32. 
Jeremiah’s Roll Rewritten. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Take thee again 
another roll, and write in it all the 
former words that were in the first roll, 
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath 
burned.” Baruch his scribe wrote the 
first Book of Jeremiah and the second. 
Moreover he had read it before the 
princes, and was a witness to its authen- 
ticity: Daniel had Jeremiah’s Books in 
Babylon (Dan, 9:2). To him they were 
the very Word of God (9:6). Treasure 
the Bible, God’s miracle Book. Read it, 
mark it, and meditate upon it. Pray to 
be a more devout student of the Scrip- 
tures. : 


Sat.—2 Kings 24:1-7. Last Days of a Nation. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Lord sent 
. .. bands of the Chaldees .. . Syrians 
. . . Moabites, and .. . the children of 
Ammon... against Judah to destroy it, 
according to the word of the Lord.” The 
Lord must oppose all who love sin and 
hate righteousness. His judgments de- 
scend upon all who continue in sin. 
These will be according to the Word of 
the Lord. Nations have thus perished 
before our eyes. Israel’s dispersion is 
an age-long warning to sinning peoples. 
Pray that sinners may take God’s warn- 
ings seriously. 


Sun.—Jeremiah 10:1-10. 
“A Doctrine of Vanities.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They are alto- 
gether brutish and foolish: the steck 
is aydoctrine of vanities.” Idolatry 
ruins idolators. The stump of a tree 
Worshiped by a naked savage is, to 
him, a system of evil and deception. 
It will lead him to lower levels of im- 
morality. Every form of idolatry is 
an invention of the Adversary of our 
souls. Satan suits these to different 
people, but each system of idolatry is 
ruinous. Covetousnéss is our most 
prevalent idolatry. Pray against the 
sin of covetousness. © 
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